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I have spoken to you about what 2020 taught us. I want to talk to you about 

some major changes that we are already seeing but will see more in 2021 and 

what that means for us as Muslims and what we need to do about them. The 

purpose of the Juma Khutba is to help people to recognize challenges and 

interpret them and to be able to develop a strategy to deal with them so that 

they are not overwhelmed when the challenge hits them. There are seven 

major challenges that we will face going forward. They are: 

1. Toxic politics tending towards fascism and the destruction of democracy.  

2. Poverty & Income disparity: the effect of predatory capitalism. 

3. Artificial Intelligence & Disruptive Technology, changing lifestyles, 

digital nomads, implications for primary & secondary education.  

4. Climate change & Water shortage: Global warming, shift from oil to 

electricity, power generation (solar, wind, wave) away from coal and 

nuclear, cut on emissions from all sources. 

5. Focus on science: Medical research, space exploration, cultured meat, 

stem cell research, organ regeneration and its impact on lifespans.  

6. Social media, fake news, mind steering, dopamine addiction leading to 

ADHD and other more toxic conditions. Algorithms determining what 

we watch and believe, how we vote, and who rules us. 

7. The challenges that all this will pose for education, especially Islamic 

education to train graduates who can understand the world and interpret 

it in the light of the Qur’an and Sunnah. Current systems must change. 
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It is essential to remember and remind others that Islam continues to remain 

relevant and valid as our means of negotiating the obstacle course of life in 

the light of the Qur’an and Sunnah so that we not only deal with challenges 

but use them to understand and demonstrate the Glory of Allah هلالج لج in more 

powerful terms.  Let us look at each of these in some detail. 

1. Toxic politics: There appears to be a global trend toward fascist politics 

and the emergence of autocratic leaders. They have taken recourse to the 

age-old practice of demonizing certain groups, to divert the attention of 

people and gain supporters for their cause until they have total control. 

Media, the Executive, Legislature, opinion leaders, all seem be falling in 

step and toeing the line of fascist leaders. It seems that the only thing we 

learn from history is that we learn nothing. COVID-19 helped these 

leaders who used quarantining and lockdowns as tools of mass control 

and shut down all dissent under the guise of protecting public health. 

Civil society has been beaten into submission and self-censorship is in 

place in many countries, where it is no longer necessary to suppress 

dissent, because dissenters have painfully learnt the price of dissent and 

have given up. America is a shining example of the opposite where civil 

society and institutions, including politicians who are usually the most 

reluctant to change, stood up against the dominant narrative and 

differentiated between patriotism which is loyalty to the nation and 

chauvinism, which is loyalty to their party or group. All power to them. 
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Sadly, this is not the case in other places, where patriotism is confused 

with majoritarianism and nationalism is portrayed as the cardinal virtue 

and anyone who dares to challenge or even question the dominant fascist 

narrative is immediately labeled anti-national and seditionist. Democracy 

has taken a huge beating especially because all the fascist changes are 

made in the name of democracy no matter how illogical and contradictory 

that may be and dictators have positioned themselves as elected 

representatives of the people.  

a. The question is, what is our role as Muslims? What do the Qur’an 

and Sunnah teach us and what is the best way to implement that 

teaching in our lives and practice? 

The first thing we learn from the Qur’an and Sunnah is the importance of 

justice. We don’t just learn this as being something good to do but something 

that is critical to practice, promote and legislate about which we will be held 

accountable by the One who sees, hears and knows what is in our hearts. 

Establishing justice and standing up against injustice is not an option but the 

very purpose of the existence of the Muslim man and woman and Muslims 

as a community. Allahهلالج لج defined us by it. We need to remember this and 

ensure that our behavior reflects this truth. 

ٍة أُْخِرَجْت ِللنَّاِس  تَأُْمُروَن بِاْلَمْعُروِف َوتَْنَهْوَن َعِن اْلُمنَكِر َوتُْؤِمنُوَن  ُكنتُْم َخْيَر أُمَّ
 بِالّلِ 
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A’al Imraan 3:110   You (Muslims) are indeed the best community that has ever 

been brought forth for [the good of] mankind: you enjoin what is right and forbid 

what is wrong, and you believe in Allahهلالج لج. 

Allahهلالج لج told us that we exist FOR the people. All people. Not only Muslims. 

We exist to spread goodness all around us. We exist to promote goodness 

and prevent evil, no matter where it is. And we do it because we believe in 

Allahهلالج لج and in our meeting with Him on the Day of Judgment.  

Allahهلالج لج specifically mentioned justice and defined the standard for it.  

 ِ اِميَن بِاْلِقْسِط ُشَهَداء لِلّ  َولَْو َعلَى أَنفُِسُكْم أَِو  يَا أَيَُّها الَِّذيَن آَمنُواْ ُكونُواْ قَوَّ
اْلَواِلَدْيِن َواألَْقَرِبيَن إِن َيُكْن َغِنيًّا أَْو فَِقيًرا فَالّلُ أَْولَى ِبِهَما فَالَتَتَِّبعُواْ  
اْلَهَوى أَن تَْعِدلُواْ َوإِن تَْلُوواْ أَْو تُْعِرُضواْ فَإِنَّ ّللّاَ َكاَن ِبَما تَْعَملُوَن  

 َخِبيًرا 

Nisa 4: 135.  O you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses to 

Allah, even though it be against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, be he rich 

or poor, Allah is a Better Protector of both (than you). So do not follow the lusts (of 

your hearts), lest you may avoid justice, and if you distort your witness or refuse 

to give it, verily, Allah is Ever Well-Acquainted with what you do. 

There is no statement that can be stronger than to tell us to stand for justice 

as witnesses to Allahهلالج لج from whom nothing is hidden, even if it is against 

ourselves, our parents or anyone of any significance or status. In Islam, 

nobody is above the law. Rasoolullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص demonstrated the best example of 
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this and held even himself and his family as subject and obedient to 

Allahهلالج لج’s  law. Establishment of justice is of prime importance in Islam. The 

very basis of Islam is on the establishment of the first principle of justice 

which is to worship only the Creator and not anything or anyone else. That 

is the essence of Tawheed and the distinguishing, differentiating and 

identifying feature of Islam. The same principle extends to everything else 

in life where we are directed to give everyone their due. And to stand for 

justice even if we stand alone. Especially if we stand alone, because the need 

for standing up against injustice is greatest when most don’t have the 

courage to do so.  

In the famous hadith about standing for justice, Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: 

On the authority of Abu Sa`eed al-Khudree (RA) who said: I heard Rasoolullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

say, “Whoever of you sees any evil, let him change it with his hand; and if he is not 

able to do so, then [let him change it] with his tongue; and if he is not able to do so, 

then with his heart (hate the action) — and that is the weakest of faith.” [Muslim] 

To stand up against injustice is not an option. It is the reason we exist. It is 

critical because without it, society will collapse and degenerate into chaos.  

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “Let not respect for men prevent you from speaking the truth 

when you know it.” [Muslim] 

Tariq ibn Shihab (RA) reported: A man asked Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, “What is the best 

jihad?” Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “A word of truth before a tyrannical ruler.” [Aḥmad] 
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Hudhaifah bin Al-Yaman (RA) narrated that Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: "By the One in 

Whose Hand is my soul! Either you command good and forbid evil, or Allahهلالج لج will 

soon send upon you a punishment from Him, then you will call upon Him, but He 

will not respond to you. " [Jami` at-Tirmidhi] 

It was narrated that ‘Aishah (RA) said: “I heard Rasoolullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص say: ‘Enjoin what is 

good and forbid what is evil, before (a day comes when) you call, and you are not 

answered.’ [Sunan Ibn Majah] 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, "Help your brother, whether he is an oppressor or he is the 

oppressed one. People asked, "Ya Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, we understand that we must help 

him if he is oppressed, but how should we help him if he is an oppressor?" 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, "By preventing him from oppressing others." 

Remember that when we talk about these Ahadith and teach them to our 

children it is good to be prepared to be held up to that standard by them. 

Parents like to talk about speaking the truth but don’t like to listen to the 

truth when it comes to them. There are many famous cases in our history 

where ordinary people stood up against rulers and their standing up was 

respected.  

About Shuraih ibn al-Hârith (RA)’s appointment as judge in Basra, it is 

related that Omar bin Khattab (RA) purchased a horse on approval and gave 

it to somebody to try it. The horse got hurt in the ride, and Omar bin Khattab 

(RA) wanted to return it, but the owner refused to take it back.  
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In the dispute that arose Shuraih was chosen as the arbitrator. He gave the 

verdict that if the horse had been ridden with the permission of the owner it 

could be returned; otherwise not. Omar bin Khattab (RA) said that that was 

the right decision and at once appointed Shuraih as the Qadi of Kufa.  

To combat toxic politics, I would like to draw your attention to the 

importance of including ‘citizenship’ into our school curricula. What does 

citizenship mean? Is it only to vote once in four or five years? Or is it to 

participate in democracy by volunteering, activism, working to ensure 

equality, human rights and dignity, poverty alleviation and all that it takes 

to make a society compassionate, positive, and productive? We need to 

change our aspirational goals from being merely the accumulation of money 

and possessions to working for the benefit of all people. These things must 

be serious subjects, not only to study the theory related to it, but to have 

students practice it in monitored participative sessions with their teachers. 

Our schools must become centers of excellence, connecting with people all 

around us and providing help to those in need. Citizenship is about nation 

building. Not only about winning elections. It needs understanding of the 

power of the role of the so-called ordinary citizen which children must learn, 

experience and exercise. This can only be done by making it an intrinsic and 

integral part of education from the earliest level. Muslims must take the lead 

in this. Remember that the world listens with its eyes. People don’t care what 

we say until they see what we do. We must walk our talk, or we will fail. 
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Justice wins hearts. Justice changes perspective. Justice is the cause. Peace is 

its result. To achieve a result, we must address its cause. Those who claim to 

want world peace must check if justice is established in the world. Without 

justice there will always be struggle and strife because there will always be 

those who stand up against oppression. The definition of peace in the 

language of all oppressors throughout history to this day has always been 

the same i.e. silence in the face of injustice. Islam stands against this and calls 

silence in the face of injustice, cowardice, and the biggest injustice of all.  

I want to conclude with three quotes from Martin Luther King (Jr): 

1. “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.” 

2. “He who passively accepts evil is as much involved in it as he who helps to 

perpetrate it. He who accepts evil without protesting against it is really 

cooperating with it.” 

3. “Cowardice asks the question - is it safe? Expediency asks the question - is it 

politic? Vanity asks the question - is it popular? But conscience asks the question 

- is it right? And there comes a time when one must take a position that is neither 

safe, nor politic, nor popular…..But one must take it because it is right.” 

This is our biggest challenge today across the globe, common to all of us as 

human beings. We must establish justice because injustice is more costly 

than whatever it costs to establish justice. When we face Allahهلالج لج we will not 

be asked, ‘What happened?’ We will be asked, ‘What did you do?’ 


