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Global warming, Climate change & Water shortage:  

The problem with global warming and climate change is the same problem 

that we have with the Aakhira. It seems to be a concept that we know to be 

true but can’t see any signs of it and don’t know how it relates to our lives. 

In both cases if we were asked to show which actions in our lives 

demonstrate our faith in either global warning or the Aakhira, I am not sure 

what we would point to. This is simply not good enough because reality is 

not dependent on belief for its existence. Reality stands by itself and it bites. 

There are two major signs of climate change that we have seen since 2020. 

The catastrophic wildfires in Australia and later in California. In Australia it 

is said that one billion animals perished. That doesn’t include insects, small 

reptiles and others which would have totally burnt up and so the real 

number is much higher. The second sign is that water is being traded on the 

Futures Market on the California stock exchange, like gold and oil. If that is 

not enough to wake us up, then I don’t know what is.  

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-12-06/water-futures-to-start-trading-

amid-growing-fears-of-scarcity  
 

Looking ahead, global warming and work on reducing carbon emissions 

will also shift focus away from oil, coal, and nuclear to hydrogen, solar, 

wind, wave, and hydro, for power generation, transportation, and 

manufacture. Economies which became wealthy thanks to oil and coal will 

experience major upheaval as their income streams dry up. This will reflect 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-12-06/water-futures-to-start-trading-amid-growing-fears-of-scarcity
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-12-06/water-futures-to-start-trading-amid-growing-fears-of-scarcity
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on infrastructure, maintenance, and job opportunities. They say that the 

wars of the future will be fought over water. The Ecowatch Report predicts 

that by the year 2064 the Amazonian rainforest will have disappeared 

totally. “The best way to think of the forest ecosystem is that it's a pump. The forest 

recycles moisture, which supports regional rainfall. If you continue to destroy the 

forest, the rainfall amount drops... and eventually, you wreck the pump. As the forest 

transforms into a grassland, all the benefits of the massive ecosystem will also 

disappear, and a "multidimensional catastrophe" will ensue. Primarily, water 

security will evaporate for over 35 million people living in the region, and finally 

and perhaps most alarmingly, the forest could (progressively) lose its ability to store 

the world's excess carbon which helps to regulate the climate and planetary 

temperature. In fact, some predict the world's largest forest will flip from a sink to a 

source around 2035.”  https://www.ecowatch.com/amazon-rainforest-

collapse-2649776959.html   

Global warming occurs when carbon dioxide (CO2) and other air pollutants and 

greenhouse gases collect in the atmosphere and absorb sunlight and solar radiation 

that have bounced off the earth’s surface. Normally, this radiation would escape into 

space—but these pollutants, which can last from years to centuries in the 

atmosphere, trap the heat and cause the planet to get hotter. That's what's known as 

the greenhouse effect. Scientists agree that the earth’s rising temperatures are fueling 

longer and hotter heat waves, more frequent droughts, heavier rainfall, and more 

powerful hurricanes. In 2015, for example, scientists said that an ongoing drought 

https://www.ecowatch.com/amazon-rainforest-collapse-2649776959.html
https://www.ecowatch.com/amazon-rainforest-collapse-2649776959.html
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in California—the state’s worst water shortage in 1,200 years—had been intensified 

by 15 to 20 percent by global warming. Forests, farms, and cities will face 

troublesome new pests, heat waves, heavy downpours, and increased flooding. All 

those factors will damage or destroy agriculture and fisheries. Allergies, asthma, and 

infectious disease outbreaks will become more common due to increased growth of 

pollen-producing ragweed, higher levels of air pollution, and the spread of conditions 

favorable to pathogens and mosquitoes. 

Water is an amazing and literally an out-of-this-world substance. When the 

earth was forming, water came to the earth in the form of a storm. The same 

water came to Mars and Venus but didn’t stay. On earth thanks to its 

distance from the sun, the Earth’s Magnetic Field which protects us from 

Solar flares and our thick atmosphere, water stayed and remained in its 

three states: liquid, solid and gas. It has properties totally unlike those 

of any other liquid. It expands on solidification. It is a universal solvent. It 

doesn’t freeze solid when it is in a large body. It changes state from liquid to 

gas and back to liquid and in the process, releases its salts and becomes 

consumable by humans and animals. Trees grow because of water. Our 

bodies are 70% water and our digestive, circulatory and other body 

functions work because of water. Practically all life exists and is sustained 

because of water. Where did this water come from? Why? How much? And 

remember the water that came here a few billion years ago, is still here. That 

is the ancient, critical, incredibly complex blessing of Allahهلالج لج that we pollute 
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and waste without a thought. This is also the meaning of recognizing the 

signs of Allahهلالج لج in His creation which you cannot do without using the 

knowledge that He sent us, called science. Let us treat science with the 

importance it deserves. Turn off taps and showers and save water. Plant 

wildflowers instead of lawns. Plant vegetables, recycle all waste water in 

your home and public buildings, make vermicompost, use hydroponics. 

https://rodaleinstitute.org/science/articles/vermicomposting-for-beginners/  

Allahهلالج لج said about water: 

َا   أََوََلْ يَ َر الَِّذيَن َكَفرموا َأنَّ السََّماَواِت َواْْلَْرضَ   َكانَ َتا َرتْ ًقا فَ َفتَ ْقَناُهم
 َوَجَعْلَنا ِمَن اْلَماء كملَّ َشْيٍء َحيٍ  أََفََل ي مْؤِمنمونَ 

Anbiya 21: 30.  Have not those who disbelieve known that the heavens and the 

earth were joined together as one united piece, then We parted them? And We have 

made from water every living thing. Will they not then believe? 

About 4.5 billion years ago there was another planet called Theia about 

the same size as the earth, which was on an intersecting orbit with us and, 

we met. The collision must have been awesome to witness. The result was 

that Theia's iron core sank into the young Earth's core, and most of 

Theia's mantle, accreted onto the Earth's mantle. This collision also 

changed the tilt of the earth on its axis to 23.5 degrees which gives us our 

seasons. Exact tilt to half a degree. Not more, not less. Without this tilt we 

would have had scorching heat while our side of the planet faced the sun 

https://rodaleinstitute.org/science/articles/vermicomposting-for-beginners/
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and then freezing cold when we were faced away from the sun. When we 

look at the Fall Colors of the Oaks, Aspens, Maples, Sumacs, and other 

trees here in Western Mass.; something that people from all over the world 

come to see and marvel at the glorious shades of yellows, oranges, pinks 

and reds, let us remember that all these are because the earth is tilted on 

its axis at an angle of 23.5 degrees. The tilt gives us our seasons with their 

temperature differences. Without it no summer and no winter. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giant-impact_hypothesis 

Imagine our earth without water, no oceans, lakes or rivers, no rainfall, no 

vegetation, no life. Then look around yourself today, during the day and 

look at the full moon in the night. Breathe the air, drink from clean 

unpolluted streams, sail on the ocean, run your hand along the polished 

golden wood of the gunnel and reflect on the steel hull of your boat.  

Then let’s remind ourselves that none of this would have happened without 

the storm and the collision, that Allahهلالج لج sent. No wood, no iron, and no 

water to sail it on. Today as we live our lives, let us reflect on the storms and 

collisions we see or experience in our own lives and remind ourselves to 

look beyond them to the Hand of Allahهلالج لج, in which there is only Khair – 

blessing. When we do that, it becomes the strength we need to face life and 

its trials, knowing that the One who sent the trial, will also send the solution. 

Knowing that the One who sent the trial, did it for a reason, to teach us 

something that can only benefit us, and which will be the means of drawing 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giant-impact_hypothesis
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us closer to Him. That is the only closeness that matters because it is the only 

one which lasts throughout our existence, which doesn’t end with our death. 

It is closeness to Allahهلالج لج which is our help and protection in this life and the 

means of deliverance when we meet Him. He reminded us about this to 

comfort us and give us hope and courage and said: 

ًئا َوهمَو َشرٌّ  َوَعَسى َأن  بُّواْ َشي ْ ًئا َوهمَو َخْْيٌ لَّكمْم َوَعَسى َأن ُتِم َتْكَرهمواْ َشي ْ
 لَّكمْم َواّلل م يَ ْعَلمم َوأَنتمْم الَ تَ ْعَلممونَ 

Baqara 2: 216. … and it may be that you dislike a thing which is good for you and 

that you like a thing which is bad for you. Allah knows but you do not know. 

Can global warming be halted? Can we turn the clock back? In theory the 

answer is yes, but in practice it remains to be seen what our leaders do. A lot 

of initiatives need international agreements, collaboration, and enforcement. 

Whether there is the political will to do it, remains to be seen. The effects of 

global warming are potentially catastrophic and once we go over the edge, 

irreversible. It is a case of Seneca’s Cliff – takes a long time to get to the top 

but the descent is rapid. We humans were given resources by Allahهلالج لج and 

the knowledge to use them in positive, constructive ways. But we chose to 

follow our greed and refused to recognize that we were destroying our home 

in our scramble to make as much money as possible irrespective of the cost. 

Cost there is. Believe me. It is not free and when payment time comes, we 

will pay in ways that are very painful. New diseases and pathogens, 
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droughts, especially violent storms, flooding of coastal areas destroying 

cities are all among them. 

Ibn al-Jawzi (R) said, "If this Dunya was not a station of tests it would not be filled 

with sicknesses and filth. If life was not about hardship, then the Prophets and the 

pious would have lived the most comfortable of lives. But no; Adam (AS) suffered 

test after test until he left the Dunya. Nuh (AS) cried for 300 years. Ibrahim (AS) 

was thrown into a pit of fire and later told to slaughter his son. Ya'qub (AS) cried 

until he became blind. Musa (AS) challenged Fir'aun and was tested by his people. 

Isa (AS) had no provision except the morsels his disciples provided him with. And 

Muhammad (SAS) met poverty with patience. His uncle - one of the most beloved 

relatives to him - was slain and mutilated and his people disbelieved in him. The list 

of Prophets and the pious goes on and on."   

They were all tested severely, yet they all thanked Allahهلالج لج.  

Whatever happens to us, happens because Allahهلالج لج chose it for us. To be 

pleased with it, Ridha bil Qadha (to be pleased with the choice of Allah هلالج لج) 

is an article of our faith. Allahهلالج لج told us about His tests and the attitude of 

the Mu’mineen towards them: 

ِر  لمَونَّكمْم ِبَشْيٍء مِ َن اْْلَوْف َواْْلموِع َونَ ْقٍص مِ َن اْلََمَواِل َواْلنفمِس َوالثََّمرَاِت َوَبشِ  َولَنَ ب ْ
 الصَّاِبرِينَ 

 الَِّذيَن ِإَذا َأَصابَ ت ْهمم مُِّصيَبٌة قَالمواْ ِإَّنَّ ّللِِ  َوإِنَّ ا إِلَْيِه رَاِجعونَ 
 أمولَ ِئَك  َعَلْيِهْم َصَلَواٌت مِ ن رَّّبِ ِْم َوَرْْحٌَة َوأمولَ ِئَك هممم اْلممْهَتدمونَ 
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Baqara 2: 155. And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear, hunger, 

loss of wealth, lives and fruits, but give glad tidings to As-Sabirin (the patient ones). 

156. Who, when afflicted with calamity, say: "Truly! To Allah we belong and truly, 

to Him we shall return." 157. They are those on whom are the Salawat (i.e. 

blessings, etc.) from their Rabb and (they are those who) receive His Mercy, and it 

is they who are the rightly guided-ones. 

What would we as Believers say, if we were asked what we are prepared to 

pay for Allah هلالج لج’s Mercy and Blessings and Him as our witness that we are 

rightly guided? That is the reward of Sabr and Shukr (patience and 

gratitude). May Allahهلالج لج make us Sabireen wa Shakireen.  

What must we do to deal with the challenges of climate change?  

1. Limit the use of fossil fuels by using cleaner energy. Support activism to 

fight climate change. Reduce your carbon footprint. Use public transport, 

bike, or walk instead of driving your own car. 

2. Limit the amount of meat you eat because if cattle were a nation, they 

would be No. 3 – Greenhouse Gas emitters i.e. methane and CO2. 

3. For young people deciding on career choices, choose AI, Environmental 

Sciences, Ecology and Conservation, Forestry and Wildlife Service, 

Astronomy, Avionics Technology, Engineering, Physics and believe it or 

not, Accounting, Agriculture and Water Conservation Technology. All 

sunrise career choices today. 
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4. And finally, and most importantly, Law, Politics and Banking. 

International Law, Environmental Law, Human Rights Law, Islamic 

banking and Politics. It is critical that if you want to initiate significant 

change, you must be in areas where that happens and where it can be 

influenced. Law is where legislation is designed and defined. Politicians 

table legislation and convert it into law. Lawyers once again interpret the 

law in courts which reinforce it. Money is the lubricant that powers the 

whole system. We need in these places, people who believe, are connected 

with Allahهلالج لج and who are conscious of their accountability. We need 

people who are ethical, moral, and highly knowledgeable. Only such 

people can bring about changes to spread goodness all around without 

fear or favor to benefit all those who live on the earth. 

It is not enough to sit around and complain or claim a lack of understanding. 

It is critical to understand and learn how to influence the system to make it 

beneficial especially for those who need support and protection. Remember 

it takes 3 – generations to create change. We are already way too late. We 

must change how we educate, what we teach, how we teach it and who 

teaches it. We must invest time, energy, resources, and tears before Allah هلالج لج 

to try to create a world that will be a worthy legacy of our passing. Because 

to live is not merely to draw breath. 

https://room.eu.com/community/degree-paths-that-can-help-you-to-obtain-a-career-in-

space-exploration 

https://www.nweei.org/2-year-degrees/water-conservation-tech.html  

https://room.eu.com/community/degree-paths-that-can-help-you-to-obtain-a-career-in-space-exploration
https://room.eu.com/community/degree-paths-that-can-help-you-to-obtain-a-career-in-space-exploration
https://www.nweei.org/2-year-degrees/water-conservation-tech.html

