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َا تُ َوف مْوَن ُأُجورَُكْم يَ ْوَم اْلِقَياَمِة َفَمن ُزْحزَِح  ُكلُّ نَ ْفٍس َذآئَِقُة اْلَمْوِت َوِإَّنم
نْ َيا ِإالم َمَتاُع اْلُغُرورِ   َعِن النماِر َوأُْدِخَل اْْلَنمَة فَ َقْد فَاَز َوما اْْلََياُة الدُّ

A’al Imraan 3:185. Everyone shall taste death. And only on the Day of Resurrection 

shall you be paid your wages in full. And whoever is removed away from the Fire and 

admitted to Jannah, he indeed is successful. The life of this world is only the enjoyment 

of deception (a deceiving thing). 

Allahهلالج لج  told us about four things in this Ayah which we would do well to recall often. 

1. Every living thing will die. There are no exceptions. 

2. The final reckoning and reward will be on the Day of Judgment. 

3. The standard of success is to be admitted into Jannah and freed from the Fire. 

4. The life of this world is deception. 

The key is to recognize the deception of this world and treat it in the way it should be 

treated, i.e. as a place to create the kind of Aakhira that we want. Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  didn’t 

tell us to reject the world. He told us to use this world as a farmer uses his fields. To 

grow crops that are beneficial for him. Remember that whether a farmer cultivates his 

fields or not, something will grow there. The rule of life is that a garden that is untended, 

a field that is uncultivated, a mind that is not trained, a car that is not taken care of, 

children who don’t have the benefit of Tarbiyya, a body that is not nurtured, all tend 

towards negative. Have you ever seen an untended garden growing beautiful roses on 

its own? Have you seen someone who eats like there’s no tomorrow and considers 

changing his mind to be exercise, grow powerful muscles? Have you seen someone who 

never reads, suddenly become a great scholar? Have you ever seen anything good 

happen without effort? This is not accidental. It is due to ‘entropy’, the Second Law of 

Thermodynamics. The law that all things trend towards disorder. Entropy is not a mistake; 

it is our default. If we don’t want things to deteriorate, we must make an effort. To 

maintain our health, relationships, careers, skills, knowledge, societies, and possessions 
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requires never-ending effort and vigilance. Disorder is our default. Order is always 

artificial and temporary. https://fs.blog/2018/11/entropy/  

Allahهلالج لج mentioned entropy and told us that it is by His Mercy that He saves us from it: 

َ ِإنم َرّبِِ  وِء ِإالم َما َرِحَم َرّبِِ ارٌَة ِِبلسُّ ْفَس أَلمم َوَما أُبَ ِرِىُء نَ ْفِسي ِإنم الن م
 َغُفوٌر رمِحيمٌ 

Yusuf 12: 53. "And I free not myself (from the blame). Verily, the (human) self is 

inclined to evil, except when my Rabb bestows His Mercy (upon whom He wills). Verily, 

my Rabb is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." 

It is in this context that Allahهلالج لج gave us the standard of success and reminded us about 

four things: 

1. Every living thing will die. There are no exceptions. 

The first thing that Allahهلالج لج reminded us about is that there is only one certainty in life 

and that is death. When a child is born, there is only one thing you can say with total 

certainty about that child and that is, that one day it will die. You can’t predict whether 

he will be healthy or sick, rich or poor, learned or ignorant, good or evil, beautiful or ugly. 

The only thing you can say with total certainty is that one day, it will die. The same is 

true of all of us at any age. Going forward the only accurate prediction you can make 

about me, is that one day I will die. Everything else is uncertain. We ask Allahهلالج لج for His 

protection from all evil.   

Why does Allahهلالج لج need to remind us about something that is so obvious? The problem 

with things that are obvious is that they tend to get ignored. Especially those that are so 

critically important in our lives. For example, how many of us are aware and consciously 

enjoy the clean air we breathe in this country? Or the fact that in most places, you can 

drink water straight out of the tap? Or that you don’t need elaborate security systems in 

https://fs.blog/2018/11/entropy/
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your homes? Or that you can safely go to work and return without another thought? I 

can add to this list but won’t. But let me invite you to add to the list and thank Allahهلالج لج 

for each of them.  

Ibn Abbas (RA) said that with any calamity or tribulation there are three things that one 

needs to be grateful for: 

1. That it could have been worse 

2. That it is from the matters of the Dunya and not Deen 

3. That it is in the life of this world and not the Aakhira 

Gratitude is the root cause of all goodness. In a study done with patients of depression 

at the University of California, Davis they were asked to write down every morning, ten 

things that they have to be grateful for. At the end of one month, their depression started 

to lift. Let us try this beautiful technique. You don’t need to be depressed to thank Allahهلالج لج 

for His blessings. Let us do this every day. Write down every day, ten things that we need 

to thank Allahهلالج لج for. 

The first reminder therefore is that this life will end for each and every one of us. There 

are no exceptions. Everyone and everything is here for a specific period and the clock 

started ticking for us the instant we were born.  

Anas b. Malik (RA) reported that a person came to Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and asked, “When will 

be the Last Hour?” Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص asked him. “What preparation have you made for the 

Last Hour?” He said, “The love of Allahهلالج لج and of His Messengerملسو هيلع هللا ىلص (is my only 

preparation).” Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said to him, “You will be with the one you love.” Anas (RA) 

said: Nothing pleased us more after accepting Islam than the words of Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. 

“You will be with the one you love.” Anas (RA) said. I love Allahهلالج لج and His Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

and Abu Bakr and Umar, and I hope that I would be along with them although I have not 

acted like them. [Sahih Muslim] 

Another hadith narrated in al-Saheehayn in several versions, from ‘Aa’ishah (RA) who 

said: “Some tough men among the Bedouin came to Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and asked him when 
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the Hour would be. He looked at the youngest of them and said: ‘If this one lives; old 

age will not catch up with him until your Hour begins.’  (Bukhaari and Muslim)   

https://islamqa.info/en/answers/20673/the-middle-hour 

I remind you and myself that when something is known it makes sense to prepare for it. 

We know that we will die because Allahهلالج لج told us and because Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص reminded 

us about it again and again. What is our preparation for that day?  

It was narrated that Ibn ‘Umar (RA) said, “I was with Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and a man from 

among the Ansar came to him and greeted Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص with Salaam. Then he asked: 

‘Ya Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, which of the believers is best?’ Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: ‘He who has the 

best manners among them.’ The man asked: ‘Which of them is wisest?’ Rasoolullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

said: ‘The one who remembers death the most and is best in preparing for it. Those are 

the wisest.’  Another narration: Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was asked, “Which of the Believers are the 

most intelligent?” He replied, ‘Those who remember death the most frequently and those 

who prepare for death in the best manner, before they pass away. These are from the 

intelligent ones.' (Sunan Ibn Majah) 

Steve Jobs said: "No one wants to die. Even people who want to go to heaven don't want 

to die to get there. And yet death is the destination we all share. No one has ever escaped 

it. And that is as it should be, because death is very likely the single best invention of life. 

It is life's change agent. It clears out the old to make way for the new. Remembering 

that I'll be dead soon is the most important tool I've ever encountered to help me make 

the big choices in life. Because almost everything -- all external expectations, all pride, 

all fear of embarrassment or failure -- these things just fall away in the face of death, 

leaving only what is truly important. Remembering that you are going to die is the best 

way I know to avoid the trap of thinking you have something to lose. You are already 

naked. There is no reason not to follow your heart. ... Stay hungry. Stay foolish." 

One day we will die. Let us prepare for that day.  

2. The final reckoning and reward will be on the Day of Judgment. 

https://islamqa.info/en/answers/20673/the-middle-hour


5 
 

The second reminder that Allahهلالج لج gave us is that there will be a final reckoning, and 

everyone will be paid in full for what they did. Both good and bad. There is no escape for 

anyone, so there is no need for despair seeing people doing things and getting away with 

them. Nobody will be spared. Everyone will be paid. All good will be recompensed and all 

evil will be punished, except whatever Allah هلالج لج chooses to forgive. This is a reminder for 

us to continue to work for Allahهلالج لج’s pleasure and not get sidetracked either by momentary 

applause or criticism. Imam Ash-Shafe’e said, “If you don’t want to be hurt by unfair 

criticism don’t feel happy with unfair praise.” Allahهلالج لج reminds us to focus on working with 

sincerity for His Pleasure alone. 

Focusing on the reward inspires us to work for it. 'Aishah (RA) reported that Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

said, "The two Rak'ah before the Fajr prayer are better than this world and all it contains." 

[Muslim]. Another narration: "The two Rak'ah before the Fajr prayer are dearer to me 

than the whole world."  The key is to pray with this awareness and ask Allahهلالج لج for this 

reward. The same applies to all our actions. Act only to please Allahهلالج لج and look for reward 

only from Him. Allahهلالج لج drew our attention to this fact; that the reward for everything is 

with Him and that everyone will get his reward, so that we can focus on the important 

things in life and not get distracted by the deception of Shaytaan. 

3. Success in to be admitted into Jannah and freed from the Fire. 

Allahهلالج لج gave us the true standard of success: Freedom from the Fire and entry into 

Jannah. We ask Allahهلالج لج for this for all of us. This reminds us that success is not measured 

in dollars or land or possessions or health or strength or beauty or career ranks or political 

power, but in deeds. It is not how much you have, but what you do with what you have, 

which will count with Allahهلالج لج. If value of possessions meant success, then Firaun had 

more than Musa (AS), Nimrod had more than Ibrahim (AS), Herod had more than Isa 

(AS), Abu Jahl, Abu Lahb, Khusrao of Persia and Heraclius of Byzantine, all had more 

than Muhammadملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. This law applies in worldly life as well. Who had more material 

wealth? Nelson Mandela, Mother Teresa, Abdus Sattar Eidhi, or Mukesh Ambani, Michael 

Jackson, or whoever else we know who had a lot of money? Who is remembered with 
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honor? Name and fame of this world means nothing. Popularity means nothing especially 

when we know that it can be manipulated on social media. In a race if you get distracted 

by the crowd and what they are chanting, you will certainly lose the race. You need to 

concentrate only on one thing and that is the finish line. So also, in life. If you allow what 

people say or look for their approval, you will lose the race. Only Allahهلالج لج’s approval means 

everything and is the only thing that matters. Allahهلالج لج always knows and that’s enough. 

For us Muslims, it is important to remember that the finish line for everyone is in the 

Aakhira. It is there, that final success or failure will be decided. Allahهلالج لج made that very 

clear and told us what the criterion of success will be – freedom from the fire and entry 

into Jannah. Nothing else matters. If we have all the trappings of worldly success but 

miss Jannah, our life would have been a failure. May Allahهلالج لج open our eyes before our 

eyes are opened for us by Malakul Mawth and save us from the deception of Shaytaan 

who advises us to chase the Dunya at the expense of the Aakhira. 

How many times have we seen someone who was pacing himself in a race, suddenly 

come out from behind and overtake the leaders? Looking at the position of runners in the 

middle of a race and deciding who is winning, is a dicey proposition. The race is only 

decided at the end of the track, not in the middle. Our race ends when we meet Allahهلالج لج. 

4. The life of this world is deception. 

The final reminder of this Ayah is that this world is full of deception which seeks to keep 

our attention on it and away from the Aakhira. The deception of this life is very powerful 

because it is very real. In 1998, I think it was, I first saw a 3D movie. It was in San 

Francisco and the movie was about sharks. I recall vividly how it felt. I was sitting in the 

theatre wearing 3D glasses and it was so real that I had to keep reminding myself that 

what I was seeing was an illusion. I am sure that if someone had measured my pulse, 

and BP, and ECG and EEG readings, they would all have been high, thanks to the 

excitement of ‘seeing’ a shark come straight at me, out of the screen. But that was not 

real. No matter how real it seemed, it was a deception. That is why you should not take 
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very young children to 3D movies because they don’t have the cognitive ability to 

distinguish the illusion from the reality.  

Allahهلالج لج reminded us that this is also the state of the Dunya, the life of this world. We 

need to develop the ability to distinguish the illusion from the reality or we get lost in it. 

Our success measured by what we own, if it came through interest-based earnings, is 

failure and not success. Our power and authority, if it is not tempered by justice and 

compassion is failure and not success. Our health and wealth and influence, if not earned 

and used according to Allahهلالج لج’s rules, which means the Sunnah of His Messengerملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, is 

failure and not success. Our knowledge, including religious knowledge, if it produces 

arrogance instead of humility in our heart, is failure, not success. This is the deception of 

the world which Allahهلالج لج warned us against. Mikel Harry of Motorola, the author of 6 Sigma 

Quality Standard said, ‘If you want to know what people value, see what they measure.’ 

What we measure, we can control and guarantee. What we don’t measure is an accident. 

To know something, we need metrics.  

We need to measure, and we need to measure accurately. But before we measure, we 

must check and recalibrate the instrument because even a malfunctioning instrument will 

measure but it will measure inaccurately.  

Let me ask you a question; What is your net worth? Think of a number that is the total 

value of all that you own. All your assets. Then ask yourself if this will go with us when 

we die. If it won’t, then is it our net worth or our net loss? What do you call something 

you will leave behind? Asset or loss? That is what I mean by accurate measurement. 

Abu Maisarah (RA) narrated from 'Aishah (RA) that they had slaughtered a sheep. 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص returned and asked, "What remains of it?" Aisha (RA) said: "Nothing 

remains of it except its shoulder." He said: "All of it remains except its shoulder." 

(Tirmidhi).  

This is the meaning of the deception of this life. To recalibrate our instrument – our heart 

– is to recognize this. That what we send ahead is our real wealth. What we leave behind 
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is what we will be called to account for. It is a potential liability, unless Allahهلالج لج saves us 

from accounting. What we send ahead will remain with Allahهلالج لج and increase and be our 

real wealth which Allahهلالج لج will return to us in keeping with His Majesty and Grace.  

ُدوُه ِعنَد اَّللِم ُهَو  ْن َخْْيٍ َتَِ ُموا أِلَنُفِسُكم مِِ َخْْيًا َوأَْعَظَم َأْجرًا َوَما تُ َقدِِ
 َواْستَ ْغِفُروا اَّللمَ ِإنم اَّللمَ َغُفوٌر رمِحيمٌ 

Muzzammil 73: 20  and whatever good you send before you for yourselves, (i.e. Nawafil 

non-obligatory acts of worship: prayers, charity, fasting, Hajj and 'Umrah, etc.), you will 

certainly find it with Allah, better and greater in reward. And seek Forgiveness of Allah. 

Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most-Merciful. 

To recognize this and to live our lives in a way that builds our assets, is to see through 

the deception of this life. I ask Allahهلالج لج to open our eyes and to help us to see the reality 

and not be deceived by Shaytaan. 


