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Why Islam? Because Islam works.  The purpose of our creation is to please 

Allah . We do that by worshiping Allah  and by obeying Him in all that we 

say and do. We do this because we understand that the focus and purpose 

of Islam is to make us winners in this world and the next. We were also given 

the additional responsibility of inviting others to this success so that we can 

become the means of spreading goodness all around. This is the 

fundamental principle that we must always keep in mind and remind 

ourselves and others about constantly. Whenever we face a choice, we must 

remind ourselves to ask, “Which choice will please Allah ?” Islam is very 

simple for the one who believes. The one who believes is the one who 

remembers and accepts that he will die and will be brought before Allah  to 

account. I know we all say that we believe this. But do our actions reflect 

this? We must ask ourselves this question because on the Day of Judgment, 

it is our actions which will speak, not our tongues. Let us ask what our hands 

and feet will say about what we used to make them do. 

 اْليَ ْوَم ََنِْتُم َعَلى أَفْ َواِهِهْم َوُتَكلِ ُمَنا أَْيِديِهْم َوَتْشَهُد أَْرُجُلُهْم ِبَا َكانُوا َيْكِسُبونَ 
Ya-Seen 36: 65   This Day, We shall seal up their mouths, and their hands will speak 

to Us, and their legs will bear witness to what they used to earn. 

Islam is very simple for the one who believes. Islam came to make us winners 

and so it came with simple but powerful ways of human relations to apply 

in any context which win the hearts of people and make us influencers. I 

have been speaking to you about these in the past weeks. Here is another. 
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As you listen to this series of Khutbas, please reflect on how these teachings 

of Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص from 15 centuries ago are standard practices in global 

businesses across the world. As I always say, it is the nature of sugar to 

sweeten whatever it is added to. The sweetest sweetener is the Sunnah of 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص with the added and most important benefit that when the 

Muslim follows it out of his love for Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, his action becomes an 

action of Ibaadah (worship) and Allah  rewards him in this life and the next. 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص told us to smile at each other and told us that a smile is 

Sadaqa. If we smile it enhances our face value and makes us feel happier and 

inclines the other person towards us. If we, do this with the belief that what 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said is the truth (which it is) and with hope in Allah ’s 

reward, then we will find that smile on our scales and in our Book of Deeds 

on the Day of Judgment. Imagine all this benefit, just for smiling! Abdullah 

bin Harith (R) said, “I have never anyone smile more often than Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.” 

How beautiful and easy is the Deen of Muhammadملسو هيلع هللا ىلص which it is our honor 

and pleasure to follow. Let us look at two more teachings and see how 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص linked them to the Aakhira. Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said that whoever 

accepts back what he had sold to a person, Allah  will forgive his faults. (Abi 

Dawood) 

In my youth, in Hyderabad in India, shops would have signs, “Goods once 

sold will not be taken back.” And another rather funny one, “In God we 

trust. Rest strictly cash.”  
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Today, thanks to the entry of multinationals goods are taken back, not 

always with good grace, but they are taken back. Let us think about this and 

ask why Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص told us to take back what we had sold even though 

it may mean a loss of revenue? What do we lose and what do we gain when 

we take back something that we had sold? We may lose some money 

depending on what it is and in what condition it was returned. But what do 

we gain? We gain credibility, trust, customer gratitude and loyalty for repeat 

business. People buy more from shops where they know they can return 

something if they didn’t like it. Statistics show that the percentage of those 

who return things is more than offset by far, by those who buy loyally from 

that shop just because they feel content with the policy of free, no questions 

asked, returns. The customer is happy, he recommends us to others, and we 

get more business. Winners all around. 

Above all if we do this because we love Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and we want to please 

Allah , then Allah  will forgive our sins and we will find this deed on our 

scales on the Day of Judgment. Double bonus. Benefit in the Dunya wal 

Aakhira. How many times did you return something at Costco, Home 

Depot, TJ Max or anywhere else? How was the experience? In my 

experience, returning is easier than buying. Now ask why is that important 

when the store may be losing money by accepting returns? Because customer 

loyalty and repeat business is worth more than what they lose by processing 

what the customer returns. This is the beauty of our religion. It is good for 

the Dunya and its rewards in Aakhira are everlasting. 
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Now for another teaching of Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص which many of us honor more in 

neglecting than in following. And that is keeping our word – punctuality.  

First let us see what Allah  and His Messengerملسو هيلع هللا ىلص told us: 

 ََي أَي َُّها الَِّذيَن آَمُنواْ أَْوفُواْ ِِبْلُعُقودِ 
Ma’ida 5: 1  O you who believe! Fulfill (your) promises. 

What is happening when we tell someone that we will meet them at a 

particular time or that a meeting will begin at a particular time but that 

doesn’t happen? What is happening is that we have broken our promise. 

That is what Allah  specifically prohibited us from doing. Is that good? 

 ‘Aishah (RA) said: No characteristic was more hateful to Rasoolullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص than lying. 

If a man told a lie in the presence of Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, he would continue to feel some 

unrest in his heart until he knew that the man had repented. [Tirmidhi] 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: “There are four characteristics, whoever has them all is a pure 

hypocrite, and whoever has one of them has one of the characteristics of hypocrisy, 

until he gives it up. (They are): when he is entrusted with something, he betrays that 

trust, when he speaks, he lies, when he makes a promise he breaks it, and when he 

disputes, he resorts to obscene speech.” [Bukhari and Muslim] 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “Truthfulness leads to righteousness, and righteousness leads 

to Jannah. And a man keeps on telling the truth until he becomes a truthful person. 

Falsehood leads to Al-Fajur (wickedness, evil-doing), and Al-Fajur leads to the 
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(Jahannam) Fire. A man may keep on telling lies till he is written before Allah , a 

liar.” [Bukhari] 

Sadly, we have made lack of punctuality i.e. breaking our promise to be on 

time, a joke. A very unfunny joke. We talk about ‘Muslim time’, or ‘Arab 

time’. We say IBM and laugh. We have made even the term In-sha-Allah 

which Allah  ordered us to use, as a way of lying. Believe it or not, there is 

someone who teaches conversational Arabic on YouTube. In the video about 

how to say, “No”, politely she says that one of the ways is to say In-sha-Allah 

because everyone knows that you really mean, No’. How shameful is that? 

But that is our reality in many cases. Believe me, with Allah  this is not funny 

at all. https://youtu.be/2wMzPJXRpNc  

The amazing thing is that we have a religion where Allah  took an oath by 

time. Our worship is prescribed as specific times; not whenever we feel 

worshipful. Our fasting it from a specific time to a specific time. The Hajj is 

on specific dates and the rituals are at specific times. We say time is money, 

but we care about money but not about time. Time is far more valuable than 

money. Money can be replaced. Time is not replaceable. Time can make 

money, but money cannot buy time. Money can be saved and stockpiled. 

Time passes and once past, it can only be regretted, not retrieved. Allah  

called Himself, Time, not money. Yet we are so careless about time, when in 

fact we should have been the people to lead the world in treating time with 

the importance it deserves.  

https://youtu.be/2wMzPJXRpNc
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To keep your word is about self-respect. It is about being trustworthy. When 

we habitually break our promises, we are saying to the world, “I am 

untrustworthy. I have no self-respect. You should not trust me or respect 

me.” Is this what we want to project to the world about ourselves? A 

person’s word is their honor. Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص’s title (Laqab) was As-Sadiq ul 

Amin (The Truthful; the Trustworthy). It is interesting to note that though 

his detractors and enemies tried to slander him in many ways, nobody 

accused him of lying or cheating. He is our teacher. He is the one who Allah  

presented to us as the best role model. Allah  told us that the key to success 

in the Aakhira is to take Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص’s life as a template for our lives and 

to try to be as much like him as possible. He  said: 

َ َواْليَ ْوَم   َلَقْد َكاَن َلُكْم ِف َرُسوِل اَّللَِّ أُْسَوٌة َحَسَنٌة لِ َمن َكاَن يَ ْرُجو اَّللَّ
َ َكِثريًا  اْْلِخَر َوذََكَر اَّللَّ

Ahzab 33:21  Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammadملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) you have a good 

example to follow for him who hopes in (the Meeting with) Allah and the Last Day 

and remembers Allah much. 

Think about this. The Day of Judgment is described many times and in great 

detail in the Qur’an. But in most, if not all the places, it is described in terms 

that are frightening, horrific, terrifying, and not something that one could 

look forward to. But for the one who models his life after the Blessed life of 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, Allah  said that such a person looks forward to the Day of 
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Judgment and hopes to meet Allah . That is the promise of reward from the 

One who never breaks His  promise. 

For the one who emulates Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, Allah  promised even more. He  

said: 

  ُ ُ َويَ ْغِفْر َلُكْم ُذنُوَبُكْم َواَّلل  َ فَاتَِّبُعوِن ُُيِْبْبُكُم اَّلل  ُقْل ِإن ُكنُتْم ُتُِبُّوَن اَّلل 
 ِحيمٌ َغُفوٌر رَّ 

A’al Imraan 3: 31  Say (O Muhammadملسو هيلع هللا ىلص to mankind): If you (really) love Allah 

then follow me (emulate me). (Then) Allah will love you and forgive your sins. And 

Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

What is the meaning of becoming someone who Allah  loves? It means that 

there will be special rules for you in this life and the next. See what Allah  

said about those who He  loves and then ask if we want to be among them. 

Abu Hurairah (R) narrated that Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “Verily Allah  said: ‘Whosoever 

shows enmity to a Wali (favorite slave) of Mine, then I have declared war against 

him. And My slave does not draw near to Me with anything more loved to Me than 

the religious duties I have obligated upon him. And My slave continues to draw near 

to me with Nafl (extra, voluntary) deeds until I love him. When I love him, I am his 

hearing with which he hears, and his sight with which he sees, and his hand with 

which he strikes, and his foot with which he walks. Were he to ask [something] of 
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Me, I would surely give it to him; and were he to seek refuge with Me, I would surely 

grant him refuge.’” [Al-Bukhari] 

The way to get there is to emulate Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. The beauty about 

emulating Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is that it makes you a winner in this life as well. 

Tell me, who doesn’t like a person who is truthful, trustworthy, noble, 

honorable, kind and compassionate, generous to a fault, always smiling, 

wise, and helpful? I can add to this list, but this will suffice.  

I remind you that the most powerful Da’awa is the behavior of the Muslim. 

People listen with their eyes. They don’t care what we say until they see what 

we do. People respect those who deliver on promises. Respect precedes 

trust. Trust is the foundation of influence and power.  


