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Anas bin Malik  reported: Rasoolullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “I wish I could meet my 

brothers.” The Sahaba said, “Are we not your brothers?” Rasoolullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

replied, “You are my Sahaba.  But my brothers are those who have faith 

in me although they have never seen me.” [Ahmad 12169] 

Absolute Certainty in his  belief and mission. 

It is a no-brainer that unless you believe in something, you can’t convince 

others about it. The Anbiya exemplified this. They were always the only 

person in that society to believe in Allah  and to believe that to call to 

Allah  was their mission in life. Not a pastime or something they did on 

weekends or when they could spare some time from their other affairs. 

They believed that it was the reason for their existence and its purpose, 

and they spent every moment in the day inviting people to Allah  and 

stood in the night and asked Allah  for His help. The Anbiya were direct, 

clear, and confident about their belief and mission and stated their 

message plainly. They didn’t couch their language in diplomatic or 

circumspect language. They said it like it was.  

I reflect on and ask you to reflect on our attitude towards Islam and our 

belief about it. Do we truly believe that it is the best way, the only way to 

succeed in this world and the Aakhira? Do we believe that Allah  gave us 

the responsibility to invite people to Islam and to communicate this 

message to others? If so, what is the evidence of that in our lives?  

رَِجتْ ْْأُمَّةْ َْْخي َُْْْكنُتمْ   بِٱّللََِّْْوتُ ؤ ِمُنونَْْْٱل ُمنَكرَِْْعنَِْْْوتَ ن  َهو نَْْْبِٱل َمع ُروفََِْْْت ُمُرونَْْلِلنَّاسِْْْأُخ 
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A’al Imraan 3: 110  You [Muslims] are the best of peoples ever raised up for 

mankind; you enjoin Al-Ma'ruf (what Islam ordained) and forbid Al-Munkar 

(what Islam forbade), and you believe in Allah. 

Allah  tells us that we were raised up, selected, honored, and appointed 

to benefit the rest of mankind. And that the first and most important 

benefit that we can do is to invite them towards the truth and away from 

falsehood. Invite them to all that is good which Islam has ordained and 

away from all that is evil which Islam forbade. We do that because we 

believe in Allah  and in the mission that He charged us with. But are we 

doing this? Are we living our purpose? Or do we ignore our purpose and 

immerse ourselves in other things? I have done a lot of work with life goal 

planning with Muslims in many countries. Everywhere I ask the same 

question: Why do you exist? What is your purpose? The tragedy is that I 

have NEVER heard anyone say, “I exist to invite people towards Allah .” 

I don’t even care if he doesn’t do it. Nobody even says it. My question is, 

if we don’t even say it, what hope is there that we do it? That is why our 

Da’awa is so weak. Because for us, it is at best a weekend exercise, and 

that too not every weekend. Some on us like fishing and we go fishing 

and after spending all day on the lake or ocean, we catch our fish in BigY 

before we go home. Did you ever wonder how there are other people who 

make a very good living catching fish? It is because we do it twice a year 

on a long weekend, while they do it every day. To become good at 

anything, we need to make it the predominant activity in our lives. It is 

the same for Da’awa. That’s what the Anbiya did. Malcolm Gladwell’s 
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10,000 hour rule for those who have read his book, ‘Outliers’. Those who 

haven’t, please do so. Along with ‘Talent is Overrated’, by Geoff Colvin. 

Combine Geoff Colvin’s, Thoughtful Practice with Gladwell’s 10,000 hour 

rule and you have a winner for anything, including Da’awa. 

That is the importance of absolute certainty in the belief and mission. 

Without that we can never dedicate our lives to it. Today we have 

absolute belief and certainty in the power of money to solve our problems 

in life and so our entire life is geared to earning money, accumulating 

money, and relying on money. Most of us who do the work of Islam also 

rely on our accumulated wealth, our financial acumen, and investments 

to do our work. All power to you and may Allah  accept your work, but 

my question is, what did the Anbiya rely on? So, if we claim that we are 

doing the work of the Anbiya, what is the similarity? I am not against 

earning or using money for good work. Please do it. Reliance is a matter 

of the heart, and its presence is seen in our language. We must ask where 

our reliance lies? Tawakkul is to use Asbaab but rely on Allah . To see 

something happening from a place and to know that it is not happening 

from there but because of the order of Allah , is Tawakkul. Do we have 

that in our lives? Tie the camel, yes. But rely on Allah . Not on the rope. 

Tawakkal Al’Allah , not Tawakkal Ala Hab-lil-Jamal. 

The way to check this is to check what the causes of our anxiety are. 

Financial markets? Political situation? Social unrest? Disease? Or the 

displeasure of Allah  because we have put our purpose aside and are 
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engaged in seeking to safeguard ourselves from things which can neither 

help us nor harm us. We know this. But do we believe it?  

The best example of the power of total certainty is what Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص did 

when he was commanded to invite people to Islam. Total certainty is 

critical and essential because of the principle that you can’t inspire anyone 

if you are yourself not inspired. Language only reaches the ears. It is the 

passion in the heart that speaks to the heart of the other. That is what must 

be ignited. You can’t do that unless you are yourself lighted. 

Rasoolullah  said to them, “O people, If I told you that there is an army 

behind this hill would you believe me?” They said, “You have never lied 

to us, and we will believe you.” He  said, “I have come to warn you of a 

severe punishment (in the Hereafter, if you don’t leave polytheism and 

worship Allah ).”  

Now, let us see what this means for us. There are some people who believe 

that there’s no one-right-way to reach Allah  and that whatever anyone 

is doing, is fine? That may sound very liberal and free but there is one 

problem with it. It is not what Allah  said. This is like someone saying, 

“It doesn’t matter what we eat or drink. Everything is nutrition so what 

does it matter how anyone approaches nutrition?”  Or it is like someone 

who has been invited to the Buckingham Palace for an audience with the 

Queen and is being instructed in the protocol to greet the British Monarch, 

who says after listening to the instructions, “I don’t believe in all this stuff. 

I am American. I am simply going to say, “Hi Queenie baby! How’ya 

doin?” The sad thing is that we understand and accept all these rules of 
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health, protocol, and many others in this life but when it comes to Allah , 

we say that it doesn’t matter how anyone approaches Allah . 

Let me give you some evidence which I hope will clarify any confusion. 

First, the logic. If the way people worshipped god didn’t matter, then why 

did Allah  send all the Messengers and Prophets and Divine Books? After 

all, people were worshipping Allah  in one way or another. The one 

worshipping a stone idol or Jesus as god, or his mother as Mother of god, 

or the one worshipping the sun or moon or whatever, will say to you if 

you ask them, “I know the stone idol is not god. I am worshipping the real 

god and using the stone idol to concentrate.” Yet Allah  who knows what 

they do and why, sent Messengers and Prophets, all of whom came with 

the same message, “Leave the worship of anyone or anything other than 

Allah  and worship Allah  alone because only Allah  is worthy of 

worship. And worship Him in the way He showed us, and not in any way 

you please.” Why did this happen? If you believe that Allah  sent 

Messengers, then ask yourself, why? What was the need if whatever 

anyone was doing was acceptable? 

Allah  created human beings to recognize Him and worship Him and 

showed us clearly how to do that. For this He sent all the Messengers. 

Allah  told us clearly that there is only one way to approach and worship 

Him, and that way is Islam. Anyone who thinks or says that Islam is not 

the only way, has denied the Qur’an. The first thing to do therefore is to 

stop feeling apologetic about Islam and present it clearly, confidently, 

politely, unambiguously, and with a smile.  
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But say it without any preambles or postscripts. There are many Ayaat 

where Allah  told Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص that he was not sent to compel, convince, 

coerce, or even persuade people to come to Islam but that his job was to 

simply convey the message clearly. 

Allah  said: 

َعل َْفَماْبَ لَّغ َتْْ تَ ف  أُنزَِلْإِلَي َكِْمنْرَّبِ َكَْوِإنَّْلَّْ  َْمآْٰ يَ  ٰٓأَي َُّهاْٱلرَُّسوُلْبَ لِ غ 
َمْٱل َك  ِفرِينَْ ِدىْٱل َقو  َََْلْيَ ه  ُْيَ ع ِصُمَكِْمَنْٱلنَّاِسِْإنَّْٱّللَّ   رَِسالََتهُۥَْوٱّللَّ

Al Ma’aida 5: 67   O Messenger (Muhammad SAW)! Proclaim (the Message) 

which has been sent down to you from your Rabb. And if you do not, then you 

have not conveyed His Message. Allah will protect you from mankind. Verily, 

Allah guides not the people who disbelieve. 

Now for textual evidence that Allah  chose Islam as the religion for all 

mankind and that on the Day of Judgment no other religion will be 

accepted. Allah  said about His choice of religion for us: 

َمل تُْْٱل يَ و مَْ َم تُِْْديَنُكمْ َْلُكمْ َْأك  لَ  مَْٱل َِْْلُكمَُْْوَرِضيتُْْنِع َمِتَْْعَلي ُكمْ َْْوأْت   ِديًناْس 

Ma’aida 5: 3   This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My 

Favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion. 

Before I go further, let us ask how we feel about this. Islam is not a religion 

that was started by any human being, no matter how eminent. It is the 

religion that Allah  chose for us. For all mankind. And that is the basis of 

our Da’awa. To share our gift with the rest of the world.  
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The Da’awa of Islam is not about imposing or forcing anything on anyone. 

It is about sharing our gift. It is about awakening people to the gift that 

belongs to them. It is about giving people the greatest wealth of all, which 

is Guidance to Jannah. We need to feel confident about this. If you were 

giving away gold coins, or Crypto Credit Cards or Ferraris or even ice 

cream, you would do it cheerfully and confidently. But when it comes to 

telling people about Islam or inviting them to Islam, we are afraid and 

hesitant. Why? That is why we must first ask ourselves, “What do I think 

about Islam? Do I consider it a gift or a burden? Am I happy about being 

Muslim or is it something that I have for no fault of mine?” As I said, you 

can’t give what you don’t have. If you don’t have pride in your religion, 

you can never communicate it to anyone. This is our problem. Let us start 

with feeling proud and good about our religion which Allah  chose for 

us and practice it completely and with confidence. 

Then let us see what Allah  said about the different ways in which people 

worship. Allah  said: 

ينَِْْإنَّْ لَ  مُْْٱّللَِِّْْعندَْْٱلدِ  س   ٱل ِ
A’al Imraan 3: 19   Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam 

And He further clarified: 

َ  ِسرِيَنْْ َوُهَوِِْفْٱل   َاِخَرِةِْمَنْٱْل  َبَلِْمن هُْ لَ  ِمِْديًناْفَ َلنْيُ ق  َتِغَْغي َْٱل ِس   َوَمنْيَ ب  
A’al Imraan 3: 85    And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never 

be accepted from him, and in the Hereafter he will be one of the losers. 
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As I mentioned earlier, there is a way to address all eminent personalities. 

Allah  is beyond compare, why would we imagine that we could address 

Him any way we wanted? Allah  prescribed how we are to approach 

Him, and that method or protocol is called ‘Salah’. Allah  sent for us a 

religion that He chose for us. He sent His Book for us to teach us how to 

lead a productive, positive, constructive life of contribution. He sent His 

Messengers to remind us and to teach us this way. The last and final of 

them is Muhammadملسو هيلع هللا ىلص after whom there is no other Messenger or Prophet. 

Allah  called Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص His blessing, told us what he had been sent to 

do and said that before his coming, people were misguided. 

ُلو۟اْ ْأَنُفِسِهم ْيَ ت   َُْعَلىْٱل ُمؤ ِمِننَيِْإذ ْبَ َعَثِْفيِهم َْرُسوًَلْمِ ن  َْمنَّْٱّللَّ َلَقد 
َْكانُو۟اِْمنْ َمَةَْوِإن ك  يِهم َْويُ َعلِ ُمُهُمْٱل ِكتَ  َبَْوٱْلِ  َعَلي ِهم َْءايَ  ِتِهۦَْويُ زَكِ 

ْمُِّبني ْْ  قَ ب ُلَْلِفىَْضلَ  ل 
A’al Imraan 3: 164    Indeed Allah conferred a great blessing on the believers 

when He sent among them a Messenger (Muhammadملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ) from among themselves, 

reciting unto them His Ayaat (the Quran), and purifying them (Tazkiyya – 

internal & external), and instructing them (in) the Book (the Quran) and Al-

Hikmah [the wisdom and the Sunnah of the Muhammadملسو هيلع هللا ىلص], while before that they 

had been in manifest error 

This is why it is so important to study Islam systematically. Only when 

we have knowledge can we appreciate the value of what we have and be 

able to communicate that to others.  
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In conclusion, please remember that every Nabi and Rasool was opposed. 

When he came to his people, he was the only one saying what he was 

saying and that was against whatever those people were doing. Islam will 

always go against the flow. People are drawn towards sin and destructive 

behavior. Islam stops them from it. The initial reaction to that is always 

negative because people look at the fact that they are being stopped from 

doing what they wish, and not at how that is for their own good. In a 

world today that worships the Nafs, where “I feel”, is the key phrase to 

justify anything, to accept that obedience must be to Allah  and not to 

yourself, is tough. People will resent and resist. 

That is why it is essential that the one recommending this must be sure of 

himself and must support his message with his practice. This is where the 

power of the Sunnah becomes clear. If Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص had not been the 

“Walking Qur’an”, as Sayyida Ayesha Siddiqa (RA) called him, the 

Sahaba could never have followed him with such strength and 

confidence. People listen with their eyes. We must practice what we want 

to preach. That is the secret of Differentiation. Differentiation creates 

Brand. Brand inspires Loyalty. Loyalty enables Influence. My question to 

myself and you is, “What is our Brand?” Sheep and cattle have no brand. 

That is why they are branded. We must stand out as the followers of 

Muhammadملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. We must be distinct, visible, role models, iconic trend 

setters. Our positive influence must permeate our society and life and 

emanate out of it as a beautiful perfume into the atmosphere for everyone 

to enjoy. Only then can we be called the true followers of Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.  


