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In Sura Al-Fatiha is the dua that Allah  taught us: Ihdinas Siratal 

Mustaqeem (Guide us to the path of steadfastness). The second quality of 

leadership of Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص after complete faith and Yaqeen in his 

message and mission is steadfastness. Truly he was on As-Siratal 

Mustaqeem. Allah  reaffirmed that when He took an oath by His Book 

and said:  Ya Seen 36: 1 – 4 Ya Seen (Huroof ul Muqattaat – only Allah  

knows the meaning). By the Quran, full of wisdom. Truly, you (O Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 

are one of the Messengers. (You) are on the path of Steadfastness (Sirat al-

Mustaqeem). 

Looking at it through the lens of our materialistic vision, the whole 

period of Prophethood in Makkah of 13 years appears to be a period of 

disappointment after disappointment. If one were to look for material 

signs of success, there are none. Any lesser person would have given up, 

especially if you take two things into account; that he didn’t know that it 

would be 13 years and the fact that he was Allah ’s Messengerملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and so 

had the right to expect exceptional help of Allah . How did he sustain 

himself and not become disheartened?  

How did Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص still continue with his mission, his energy and 

commitment undiminished, standing in the night and connecting to His 

Rabb and working through the day to take his message to anyone who 

would stop to listen. No matter how they reacted or what they did, he 

never lost patience, never got angry, never reacted to their bad behavior 

and he never gave up his mission or even slacked in the slightest in 

propagating it.  For him and his mission there were no weekends, no 
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holidays, no intervals – he worked constantly day and night without 

respite. Other than complete and total faith, what can sustain such effort? 

The Anbiya had this to a level of excellence. In our lives one of the many 

critical lessons to learn is how to sustain effort in the face of 

disappointment and apparent failure.   

To develop steadfastness we need another quality, resilience. Resilience 

is the capacity to rise from every fall. As the Chinese proverb goes, “If you 

fall 6 times, rise 7 times.” The race doesn’t end when you fall. It ends 

when you fail to rise. This was a quality of all the Anbiya of Allah . Reflect 

on how Nuh (AS) was able to continue his preaching in the face of 

opposition for 950 years. Resilience kept Ibrahim (AS) going, traveling 

from one land to another, with a handful of followers, preaching the Glory 

of Allah . Allah  liked this so much that He made Ibrahim (AS) His 

Khaleel and called him a nation in himself. 

 ِإنَّ ِإبْ رََِٰهيَم َكاَن أُمًَّة قَانًِتا لِّلَِِّّ َحِنيًفا َوََلْ َيُك ِمَن ٱْلُمْشرِِكنَي 
Nahl 16: 120  Verily, Ibrahim was an Ummah (a nation obedient to Allah  - 

Haneefan – Monotheist), and he was not one of those who were Al-Mushrikun 

(polytheist) 

So also, was the case of all the Prophets and Messengers of Allah ; they 

were all steadfast and resilient. Success typically comes after some time. 

Sometimes after a long time. Steadfastness is the quality that ensures that 

you are still there at the ‘tipping point’. Tipping point is where the center 

of gravity of an object shifts outside its base, and it tips over.  
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To convert the potential energy of the massive flywheel of a generator to 

kinetic energy to produce electricity we turn it. Once it starts moving, it 

continues indefinitely. But to get it moving needs enormous effort. When 

you are pushing it or using some mechanical device to push it, you feel 

that you will literally bust your gut and get a hernia. You feel that you can 

never succeed and that the wheel cannot be moved. But your experience 

has taught you that the wheel will move and so you never give up. You 

keep pushing until you sense a slight tremor, then a clearer movement as 

it turns and then it reaches tipping point, and you can rest and watch it 

do what it was designed to do. So also, with anything else in life. It takes 

sustained effort to produce results. Sporadic efforts can’t do that. 

In the Seerah of Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص the downturn to his popularity started from 

the moment he announced Islam. When he stood on the hill of Safa and 

called his people to Islam, they turned against him. Difficulties started to 

mount. His followers like Bilal bin Rabah (R) and others were tortured to 

force them to leave Islam and stop following him. Others like Sumayya 

bint Khayyaat (RA) who was a slave of Abu Hudhaifah ibn al-Mughirah 

Al-Makhzumi and her husband Yasir ibn Amir (R) who was from the 

Malik clan of the Madh'hij tribe in Yemen, were tortured and murdered 

by Amr ibn Hishām al-Makhzumi, also known as Abu Jahl. They were 

the first two Shuhada in Islam, the first of them being Sumayya bint 

Khayyaat (RA). Yet not one of them left Islam. Struggles succeed because 

those who are struggling never lose hope.  
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They don’t complain because they are too busy ‘enjoying’ the fight. 

Someone asked Sayyidina Bilal bin Rabah (R) which had been the best 

time in his life. He replied, “The best time in my life was when my 

slaveowner Umaiyya bin Khalaf used to put me without my shirt on the 

hot baking sand of the desert in the blazing sun and would put a heavy 

rock on my chest demanding that I leave Islam to escape the punishment. 

I would reply by calling loudly, Ahadun Ahad.” They asked him, “Why 

did you do that?” He replied, “Because that made Umaiyya mad with 

rage.” Imagine this; Sayyidina Bilal knows what makes Umaiyya mad and 

what would have cooled his anger so that he would have stopped 

torturing Bilal (R). Yet he deliberately does what enrages his slave master. 

That is the meaning of courage and being true to Allah . We must choose. 

When we choose Allah  over the Dunya, He opens doors for us where 

there was no door. Bilal (R) was freed by Abu Bakr Siddique (R) and 

became the Muazzin of Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and one of his closest companions 

and a member of his household. 

I want to end with a story of steadfastness and resilience from our times 

and community; someone who chose Allah  over her career. Wiki says: 

‘Bilqis Abdul-Qaadir was born on 11 November 1990, to Tariq and Alooah 

Abdul-Qaadir.’ I mention her parents because parents who raise a child 

like Bilqis must be honored. ‘Bilqis is an American former collegiate basketball 

player. She was notable for playing basketball while being completely covered 

showing no skin, except for her hands, while wearing a headscarf, the Hijab. Bilqis 

scored 3,070 points in her high school career, setting the all-time scoring record 
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in Massachusetts. The following 2010–2011 season, she played in 34 games and 

averaged 3.9 points and 1.3 rebounds per game. This season marked the first time 

in NCAA history that a player played in a Hijab. Bilqis Abdul-Qaadir was 

awarded the United States Basketball Writers Association’s “Most Courageous” 

award at the NCAA Women's Final Four for being recognized as the first 

Muslim woman to play covered in NCAA history. Bilqis's hopes were to continue 

playing professionally in Europe but were diminished when she was informed of 

the rule from the International Basketball Federation (FIBA) that prohibits 

headgear larger than five inches.’ Bilqis Abdul-Qaadir fought for her rights 

as a Muslim woman and eventually won. FIBA ruled in her favor in 2017.  

It is interesting that when Bilqis is mentioned in Wikipedia or elsewhere, 

it is not her basketball scores that are mentioned first, but her Hijab. It is 

her obedience to Allah , not her shooting baskets which defines her. 

Question to you: Did Bilqis sacrifice her career? I say that Bilqis Abdul 

Qaadir is a very smart woman. She didn’t sacrifice her career. She 

changed her career. And Allah  opened a door for her to a legacy that's 

far bigger than basketball. Her legacy is to inspire millions, generation 

after generation to aspire for the stars, while retaining their identity and 

pride. That is what the Hijab ban made possible. Without that Bilqis 

would have been a top basketball player. With that ban she became an 

icon, for others in the struggle (not only women and not only Muslim) to 

look up to and take their courage and hope from. That is truly something 

worth fighting for. For in the end, we will not be asked, "What happened?" 

We will be asked, "What did you do?" Bilqis’s greatest moment will come 
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when she meets her Rabb and He will ask her, "What did you do for Me?" 

And she will say, "My Rabb, for me YOU were always FIRST." 

Difficulties are qualifying exams. They come to build our strength and 

take us to a higher level. But only when we face them with our best effort 

and Tawakkul on Allah . Allah  showed us how to do it and said: 

َ َمَع ٱلصَّ َْٰبِيَن  ِة ِإنَّ ٱلِّلَّ  يَ َٰٰٓأَي َُّها ٱلَِّذيَن َءاَمُنو۟ا ٱْسَتِعيُنو۟ا بِٱلصَّْْبِ َوٱلصََّلوَٰ
Baqara 2: 153   O you who believe! Seek help in patience and As-Salat (the 

prayer). Truly! Allah is with As-Sabirin (the patient ones, etc.). 

“They tried to bury us, but they didn’t know that we were seeds.” 

That’s the fruit of resilience and steadfastness. I mentioned Bilqis Abdul-

Qaadir for another reason. That is because she is a shining example of the 

Sadaqa Jaariya that every parent is given the opportunity to create. 

Yesterday we lost one of our dear elders and brothers, Mounir Abdul-

Hamid Awkal who leaves behind six sons and a daughter and many 

grandchildren. Alhamdulillah they are his Sadaqa Jaariya. His passing is 

a reminder for us, that a day will come when we will also be summoned 

to meet Allah . About that time Abu Huraira (R) reported that 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “When the human being dies, his deeds end except for 

three: ongoing charity, beneficial knowledge (that he taught others), or a 

righteous child who prays for him.” [Sahih - Muslim] 

I remind you and myself, that wealth is not measured in terms of liabilities 

but assets. Our real net worth is not measured in material things but in 
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our deeds and what we spend in the path of Allah . In that perhaps the 

most important are our children. How we raise them will determine how 

they will benefit us when we are gone. I am speaking to the many young 

parents who are here. You have an opportunity to raise children who will 

be your Sadaqa Jaariya when you are gone. For that you must introduce 

them to Allah , inspire them with the love of Rasoolullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and attach 

them to the masjid. But then you can only give what you have. So, ask 

yourself if you know Allah . Ask if you are inspired by Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. 

And ask if you are attached to the masjid. Let us use the reminder of the 

passing of our brother Mounir Awkal to reflect on the time when we will 

be in his place, waiting for our children to wake up for Tahajjud and make 

dua for us. Will they, do it? Test: Did you do it for your parents and 

grandparents today? If you did, so will your children. 

What we leave behind in material wealth are our liabilities for which we 

will be questioned if they are Halaal and punished if they are Haraam. 

Our assets are those we send ahead of us, for Allah  to keep and reward 

us, in keeping with His Majesty and Grace. 

 َخْير   مِّنْ   ِِلَنُفِسُكم  تُ َقدُِّموا۟  َوَما  َحَسًنا قَ ْرًضا  ٱلِّلََّ   َوأَْقرُِضوا۟   ٱلزََّكوَٰةَ   َوَءاُتوا۟   ٱلصََّلوَٰةَ   َوأَِقيُموا۟ 
رَِّحيم     َغُفور    ٱلِّلََّ   ِإنَّ   ٱلِّلََّ   َوٱْستَ ْغِفُروا۟   َأْجرًا  َوَأْعظَمَ   َخْيًا  ُهوَ  ٱلِّلَِّ   ِعندَ   َتَُِدوهُ    

Muzzammil 73: 20     And establish As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat) and give Zakat, 

and lend to Allah a goodly loan, and whatever good you send before you for 

yourselves, you will certainly find it with Allah, better and greater in reward. 

And seek Forgiveness of Allah. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most-Merciful.   


