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 The Qur’an is a book of Signs. Allah  told us about this when He said: 

ُْوِل األْلَبابِ  َماَواِت َواأَلْرِض َواْخِتاَلِف اللَّْيِل َوالن ََّهاِر آلََيٍت ألِِ  ِإنَّ ِف َخْلِق السَّ
A’al Imraan 3: 190-191 Verily! In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in 

the alternation of night and day, there are indeed signs for people of understanding.  

It may be noted that Allah  mentioned His Signs in His Creation and the fact 

that we need to recognize them, twice in this Ayah. And in the next, he 

described the qualities of Al Ulil Albaab (The People of Understanding). 

Understanding is more than intelligence because to ‘understand’ implies 

that not only do you understand the situation but also what caused it, what 

it is likely to affect and what you need to do to make that positive. 

Allah  called the Creation and all that it contains, both the objects and the 

processes – creation and alternation of day and night – His Signs. What is a 

sign? And how is it different from a picture? A sign has a meaning. It points 

to something. It permits or prohibits something, and it promises 

consequences. A picture can be pretty or not. It can be simple or complex, 

but it is inert. It is simply there. You can look at it, appreciate it or ignore it. 

There are no consequences. But that is not so with a sign. You ignore a sign 

at your own peril. A sign completes the Hujjah, the evidence and is itself 

evidence. Once there is a sign, you cannot claim ignorance. It becomes your 

duty to learn what the sign means. You cannot go through a red light and 
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then claim that you thought it was Christmas decoration. You will still get a 

ticket or worse. Ignorance is not defence in law. Signs help us to understand 

the law and are the guard rail at the edge of the precipice.  

As Imam Ibn Al Qayyim Al Jawziyya (RA) said something to the effect, 

‘There are two books of Allah . One which is open and the other which must 

be opened. The open book is the Creation (Al Kayinaat) and the book which 

must be opened is Al Qur’an al Kareem.’ Both these have signs; Ayaat; which 

have meaning, must be understood, point to something, and must be 

followed. The signs in the Creation all point to the Glory and Magnificence 

of Allah . The signs; Ayaat; of the Qur’an also include directions for us to 

lead our lives in a way that will be positive, productive, and beneficial all 

around and earn us Jannah. Jannah is something to be earned and not 

inherited. Like all things which can be earned, it is open to anyone who 

wants to work for it. The beauty of Islam is that while we are working to earn 

Jannah, that work automatically gets us all kinds of rewards in this life itself. 

It is essential to see the benefit of Islam in this life, for us to practice it fully. 

Let us see some of Allah ’s signs. Take water, which we take for granted. 

Water is an amazing and literally an out-of-this-world substance. When the 

earth was forming, water came to the earth in the form of a storm. The same 

water came to Mars and Venus but did not stay. On earth thanks to its 

distance from the sun, the Earth’s Magnetic Field which protects us from 
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Solar flares and our thick atmosphere, water stayed and remained in its 

three states: liquid, solid and gas. It has properties totally unlike those 

of any other liquid. It expands on solidification. It is a universal solvent. It 

does not freeze solid when it is in a large body. It exists simultaneously in 

three states, solid, liquid, and gas. It constantly purifies itself and renews its 

supply. It changes state from liquid to gas and back to liquid and in the 

process, releases its salts and becomes consumable by humans and animals. 

Trees grow because of water. Our bodies are 70% water and our digestive, 

circulatory and other body functions work because of water. Practically all 

life exists and is sustained because of water. Where did this water come 

from? Why? How much? And remember the water that came here a few 

billion years ago, is still here. That is the ancient, critical, incredibly complex 

blessing of Allah   that we pollute and waste without a thought. This is also 

the meaning of recognizing the signs of Allah    in His creation which you 

cannot do without using the knowledge that He sent us, called science. 

Allah   said about water: 

َماَواِت َواأْلَْرَض َكانَ َتا َرتْ ًقا فَ َفتَ ْقَناُُهَا َوَجَعْلَنا   أََوََلْ يَ َر الَِّذيَن َكفَ ُروا َأنَّ السَّ
 ِمَن اْلَماء ُكلَّ َشْيٍء َحيٍِ أََفاَل يُ ْؤِمُنونَ 

Anbiya 21: 30.  Have not those who disbelieve known that the heavens and the 

earth were joined together as one united piece, then We parted them? And We have 

made from water every living thing. Will they not then believe? 
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It is hypothesized that about 4.5 billion years ago there was another planet 

called Theia about the size of Mars, which was on an intersecting orbit with 

us and, we met. The collision must have been awesome to witness. The 

result was that Theia's iron core sank into the young Earth's core, and most 

of Theia's mantle, accreted onto the Earth's mantle. According to the latest 

geological research, https://www.businessinsider.com/pieces-planet-theia-

buried-in-earth-mantle-2021-4  “if you were to peer deep under Earth's crust, 

you would spot two giant blobs of rock cupping the planet's core like a pair 

of hands. The source of these mysterious continent-sized formations — one 

under the Pacific Ocean, the other under Africa —has baffled geologists for 

four decades. Some experts have suggested that the massive rocks are 

fragments of tectonic plates that got trapped under their counterparts. But 

according to new research, their origin may be otherworldly. A group of 

scientists from Arizona State University suggested that the blobs are 

remnants of our collision with Theia, 4.5 billion years ago. That is how we 

got iron, which is also a gift from Allah , about which He said: 

 َوأَنَزْلَنا ٱْلَِْديَد ِفيِه ََبٌْس َشِديٌد َوَمنَ ِٰفُع لِلنَّاسِ 
Hadid 57: 25   And We sent down iron with its great might, benefits for humanity 

The impact is thought to have turned Earth's surface into a sea of fiery 

magma and caused it to shoot out enough planetary debris to create the 

moon.  

https://www.businessinsider.com/pieces-planet-theia-buried-in-earth-mantle-2021-4
https://www.businessinsider.com/pieces-planet-theia-buried-in-earth-mantle-2021-4
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Qian Yuan, the lead researcher behind the findings, studies geodynamics at 

ASU. He thinks that following the ancient collision, parts of Theia may have 

sunk and gotten preserved deep in our planet's mantle — the semisolid layer 

between Earth's crust and core, he said. Those pieces are millions of times 

larger than Mount Everest in terms of volume." To give you perspective, 

these rock formations are 621 miles high whereas Mount Everest is 5.4 miles 

high. 

This collision gave us the moon, large enough to have the gravitational pull 

to give us tides in the oceans and at an angle where it reflects sunlight to 

give us light at night. And our months and most importantly our annual 

controversy about moon sighting. Life would be so boring without that. 

That is why Allah  told us not to worship the sun or the moon but to 

worship Him, who created them both. He said: 

ْمِس َوََل  ْمُس َواْلَقَمُر ََل َتْسُجُدوا لِلشَّ َوِمْن آََيتِِه اللَّْيُل َوالن ََّهاُر َوالشَّ
ُه تَ ْعُبُدونَ لِْلَقَمِر َواْسُجُدوا ّلِلَِّ الَِّذي َخَلَقُهنَّ ِإن ُكنُتْم إِ   َيَّ

Fussilat 41: 37 And from among His Signs are the night and the day, and the 

sun and the moon. Prostrate not to the sun nor to the moon, but prostrate to Allah 

Who created them, if you (really) worship Him. 

This collision also changed the tilt of the earth on its axis to 23.5 degrees 

which gives us our seasons. Exact tilt to half a degree. Not more, not less. 

Without this tilt we would have had scorching heat while our side of the 
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planet faced the sun and then freezing cold when we were faced away 

from the sun. When we look at the Fall Colors of the Oaks, Aspens, Maples, 

Sumacs, and other trees here in Western Mass.; something that people 

from all over the world come to see and marvel at the glorious shades of 

yellows, oranges, pinks, and reds, let us remember that all these are 

because the earth is tilted on its axis at an angle of 23.5 degrees. The tilt 

gives us our seasons with their temperature differences. Without it no 

summer and no winter. Then ask why? Nothing is accidental. Ask why? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giant-impact_hypothesis 

Imagine our earth without water, no oceans, lakes or rivers, no rainfall, no 

vegetation, no life. Then look around yourself today, during the day and 

look at the full moon in the night. Breathe the air, drink from clean 

unpolluted streams, sail on the ocean, run your hand along the polished 

golden wood of the gunnel and reflect on the steel hull of your boat.  

Then let us remind ourselves that none of this would have happened 

without the storm and the collision, that Allah    sent. No wood, no iron, and 

no water to sail it on. Today as we live our lives, let us reflect on the storms 

and collisions we see or experience in our own lives and remind ourselves 

to look beyond them to the Hand of Allah , in which there is only Khair – 

blessing. When we do that, it becomes the strength we need to face life and 

its trials, knowing that the One who sent the trial, will also send the solution. 

Knowing that the One who sent the trial, did it for a reason, to teach us 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giant-impact_hypothesis
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something that can only benefit us, and which will be the means of drawing 

us closer to Him. That is the only closeness that matters because it is the only 

one which lasts throughout our existence. It is that which is our help and 

protection in this life and the means of deliverance when we meet Him. He 

reminded us about this to comfort us and give us hope: 

ًئا َوُهَو   بُّواْ َشي ْ ًئا َوُهَو َخْْيٌ لَُّكْم َوَعَسى َأن ُتُِ َوَعَسى َأن َتْكَرُهواْ َشي ْ
َلُمونَ َشرٌّ لَُّكْم َواّلِِلُ يَ ْعَلُم َوأَنُتْم َلَ تَ عْ   

Baqara 2: 216. … and it may be that you dislike a thing which is good for you and 

that you like a thing which is bad for you. Allah knows but you do not know. 

Ibn al-Jawzi (R) said, "If this Dunya was not a station of tests it would not be filled 

with sicknesses and filth. If life was not about hardship, then the Prophets and the 

pious would have lived the most comfortable of lives. But no; Adam (AS) suffered 

test after test until he left the Dunya. Nuh (AS) cried for 300 years. Ibrahim (AS) 

was thrown into a pit of fire and later told to slaughter his son. Ya'qub (AS) cried 

until he became blind. Musa (AS) challenged Fir'aun and was tested by his people. 

Isa (AS) had no provision except the morsels his disciples provided him with. And 

Muhammad (SAS) met poverty with patience. His uncle - one of the most beloved 

relatives to him - was slain and mutilated and his people disbelieved in him. The list 

of Prophets and the pious goes on and on."   

They were all tested severely, yet they all thanked Allah . Whatever happens 

to us, happens because Allah   chose it for us. To be pleased with the Qadr 
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of Allah , Ridha bil Qadha is an article of our faith. Allah   told us about His 

tests and the attitude of the Mu’mineen towards them: 

َن اأَلَمَواِل َواألنُفِس َوالثََّمرَاِت   َن اْْلَوْف َواْْلُوِع َونَ ْقٍص مِِ ُلَونَُّكْم ِبَشْيٍء مِِ َولَنَ ب ْ
ِر الصَّاِبرِينَ   َوَبشِِ

ُهم مُِّصيَبٌة قَاُلواْ ِإَّنَّ ّلِلِِ َوإِنَّ ا إِلَْيِه رَاِجعونَ   الَِّذيَن ِإَذا َأَصابَ ت ْ
ن رَّّبِِِْم َوَرْْحٌَة َوأُولَ ِئَك ُهُم اْلُمْهَتُدونَ   أُولَ ِئَك َعَلْيِهْم َصَلَواٌت مِِ

Baqara 2: 155. And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear, hunger, 

loss of wealth, lives and fruits, but give glad tidings to As-Sabirin (the patient ones). 

156. Who, when afflicted with calamity, say: "Truly! To Allah we belong and truly, 

to Him we shall return." 157. They are those on whom are the Salawat (blessings) 

from their Rabb and (they are those who) receive His Mercy, and it is they who are 

the rightly guided. 

What would we as Believers say, if we were asked what we are prepared to 

pay for Allah ’s Mercy and Blessings and Him as our witness that we are 

rightly guided? That is the reward of Sabr and Shukr (patience and 

gratitude). May Allah   make us Sabireen wa Shakireen and enable us to 

recognize His Signs and fill our hearts with His Noor and Magnificence to 

blank out everything else. That is the route to happiness in both worlds. 


