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 Allah   created the world and sent us into it with instructions of how 

to administer it. He sent His Anbiya to teach us by word and deed and 

to demonstrate for us, what He expects from us. He sent His Books of 

guidance, the last of which is the Qur’an which was given to the last of 

the Anbiya and Rusul, their Leader and Imaam, Sayyidul Mursaleen, 

Imamul Anbiya Muhammadur Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. Our relationship with 

Allah  is based on obedience. We love Allah  and we express that love 

by worshipping only Him. That is the highest form of obedience. 

Ramadan came to emphasize this. That is why we are so happy in 

Ramadan, because we are fulfilling the purpose of our creation. Allah  

defined the purpose of our creation and said: 

نَس ِإَّلَّ لِيَ ْعُبدُ   ونِ َوَما َخَلْقُت اْلِْنَّ َواْْلِ
Az-Zariyaat 51: 56  And I (Allah) created not the jinn and humans except 

they should worship Me (Alone). 

We just finished the month of Ramadan and it is especially important 

to remind ourselves about the importance of obedience to Allah . 

Allah  sent Ramadan to inculcate obedience in us and to make us 

Muttaqoon. To obey what is very important is a sense of the reality and 

the presence of Allah  in our lives. We can’t interact or relate or obey 

someone we are not of the reality of. My question to myself and you 

is, “Is Allah  real?” I know that Allah  is real. I mean, is Allah  real for 

me and you? And if so, what is the evidence of that in our actions? 
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Let me illustrate from something that happened here when we were in 

Itikaaf. One day, as I stood up to lead Salat ul Asr, I saw a young man 

standing in the doorway of the prayer hall. I found that strange 

because I would have expected him to join us in Salah. I asked him, 

“Will you join us?” He said, “No, I am only watching.” Quite literally, 

my hands and feet turned cold. “I am watching.” Where had I heard 

that before? I remembered very clearly. It is what Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said 

to Jibreel (AS), in the famous Hadith Jibreel (AS), when Jibreel (AS) 

asked him the meaning of Al-Ihsaan. Heملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “To worship Allah  

as if you can see Him. And though you can’t see Him, to know that He 

sees you.” I am watching – when a man who I don’t even know, tells 

me that, it has an effect on my Salah but when Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص told us 

that about Allah , what is the effect? The reason is that the man was 

real. Is Allah  real? I mean, is Allah  real for me and you? And if so, 

what is the evidence of that in our actions? Actions are important 

because they are the only things which count and for which we are 

accountable and will be rewarded in-sha-Allah. Actions are real. They 

are measurable and they produce results. Let us take stock of our 

actions. 

Mikel Harry of Motorola, the author of the Six Sigma Quality Standard 

said, “If you want to see what someone values, see what they 

measure.” What do we measure in our lives, actions, and society? 

What do we take or give credit for? What is important for us? 
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Our priorities will answer all the questions above, for us. Let me ask 

you and myself; if my child gets a GPA of 4, I will be delighted. But 

am I concerned that the same child, can’t recite the Iqama of Salah 

correctly or read the Qur’an correctly? Ask your children and their 

friends, but before that, ask yourself and your friends, “What are the 

Fardh actions of Ghusl?” See how many of them know this. If they 

don’t, it means that their Tahara is invalid, and they are living in 

Najaasat (state of major impurity) in which their Salah and all other 

Ibadaat are invalid. Does this bother us? Does it bother us that despite 

all that we know, our food and earning is either doubtful or Haraam? 

If we lose money on the stock market, we lose sleep over that. If we 

lose a job, we panic. But if we lose our good deeds by backbiting and 

slander or we lose our contact with Allah  because we are dealing in 

bank interest, we sleep peacefully. What does that tell us about our 

priorities? What does it tell us about whether for us Allah  exists or 

not? What is the plan to change this? Let us give this some thought. 

Let me share with you examples of people for whom Allah  was real 

and this belief was visible in their actions. 

Sayyida Rabia Basriyya (R) was one the greatest of scholars of the 

Tabiyoon and a contemporary of Hasan Basri (R). One day there was 

a knock on her door in the evening. When she opened the door there 

was a man who introduced himself as the servant of so-and-so and 
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handed Sayyida Rabia Basriyya (R) a container. She took it inside the 

house and checked what it was and returned to the man at the door 

and gave the container with its contents back to him and said, “This is 

not for me. Please take it back to your master.” The man was taken 

aback and pleaded that it was indeed for her. Sayyida Rabia Basriyya 

(R) refused to listen to him and shut the door. After a few minutes, 

there was a knock on the door again and it was the same man. He said 

to her, “Your Excellency, the mistake is mine. My master gave me 10 

Khubz (Arab bread) to give you. I was very hungry and thought to 

myself, “She doesn’t know how many pieces are supposed to be in this 

container. So, if I eat one, how will she know?” And so, I ate one. 

Sayyida Rabia Basriyya (R) smiled and said, “Then I will accept this.” 

The man said, “Thank you for that, but tell me, how did you know 

how many Khubz were supposed to be in this container?” Sayyida 

Rabia Basriyya (R) replied, “I gave one Khubz this morning to a poor 

man. My Rabb promised to return one good deed with ten likewise. 

So, I knew that there had to be ten in that container. When I saw only 

nine, I returned it, because my Rabb promised ten. So, why should I 

accept nine?” This is the meaning of Allah  being real to us. Allah  

was very real to Sayyida Rabia Basriyya (R). She believed in His 

promises literally and expected to see the results of her deeds. Do we 

believe in Allah ’s promises? What is the evidence of that in our lives 

and actions? Let us ask ourselves, before we are asked by Allah . 
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Abu Talha Al-Ansari (RA) was one of the greatest of the Sahaba of 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. He had a mature date palm orchard with a well of 

sweet water. It was very beautiful and Rasoolullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص used to go there 

on some hot afternoons, to rest in the shade by the well. When Allah  

revealed the Ayah: 

 اْلِبَّ َحَّتَّ تُنِفُقواْ ِمَّا ُتُِبُّوَن َوَما تُنِفُقواْ ِمن َشْيٍء فَِإنَّ اّللهَ ِبِه َعِليم  َلن تَ َناُلواْ 
A’al Imraan 3: 92  By no means shall you attain Al-Birr (piety, 

righteousness, etc, Al-Jannah), unless you spend (in Allah's Cause) of that 

which you love; and whatever of good you spend, Allah knows it well. 

Abu Talha (RA) came to Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص with the papers for this 

orchard and requested him to accept the orchard into the Baytul Maal 

– Treasury) and sell it and distribute the proceeds to the poor. 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص asked him why he was doing it. Abu Talha Al-Ansari 

(RA) said, “Because Allah  revealed this Ayah telling us that we can’t 

attain closeness to Him unless we spend in His path that which we 

love the most. I love this property most and want to donate this.” 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and asked Abu Talha (RA) to sell it and distribute the 

proceeds among his own family. We will talk about the wisdom of that 

decision later, but here let us reflect that the Sahaba could take such 

actions only because Allah  was real to them. So, I ask you and myself 

once again, “Is Allah  real to me? What in my life is evidence to prove 

this to myself?” 
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Let me tell you the story of one for whom Allah  was real. During the 

time of Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, there was a young orphan who was getting a 

wall built around his house but there was a palm tree that belonged to 

his neighbor which was in the way and so the wall could not be 

continued unless the tree was either removed or added to the child’s 

property. This tree belonged to the Sahabi Abu Lubabah (RA). The 

young boy (the orphan) came to Abu Lubabah (RA) and told him: 

“Give me that tree so I could construct the wall.” Abu Lubabah (RA) 

replied: “No, it is mine.” The boy then said: “Then sell it to me!” Abu 

Lubabah (RA) refused once again. The boy said: “By Allah , I am going 

to complain to Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص!” He went to Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and 

complained. Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص asked, “Where is Abu Lubabah? Call Abu 

Lubabah!” When he came Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said to him, Ya Aba Lubaba, 

give him the tree,” Abu Lubabah (RA) said: “No, Ya Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, it 

is my Haqq (right).”  Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said to him; “O’ Abu Lubabah, sell 

it to him.” He replied: “No, Ya Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, it’s mine.” Hearing this, 

tears started flowing from the eyes of the young boy. Rasoolullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

then said: “O’Abu Lubabah, give him a branch from this tree and you 

will have a tree in Jannah.” Abu Lubabah (RA) said: “I don’t want it,” 

and left. When Abu Dahdah (RA) heard this and saw the boy crying, 

he went close to Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and said, “If I buy that tree, will I get 

the same offer?”  Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص replied; “Yes.” 
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Abu Dahdah (RA) ran after Abu Lubabah (RA) and found him in the 

market. He said to him, “O’ Abu Lubabah, do you know my orchard? 

(His house was in the orchard and some scholars said it had 400 trees 

whilst others said it had 600). It is yours for that tree!” 

Abu Lubabah (RA) turned around and said: “Are you out of your 

mind?” 

Aba Dahdah (RA) replied; “No, it is yours and O’ people be witness!” 

Abu Lubaba agreed and called on the people to be witness to this deal 

where he was selling one tree in exchange for 600 trees, house and well. 

Abu Dahdah (RA) then went to his orchard and called out from 

outside, “O’ Umm Dahdah! Come out of the orchard.” 

She asked; “Why?” 

He said; “We have sold it to Allah هلالج لج and His Messengerملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, in exchange 

for one date palm in Jannah!” 

She said: “What a bargain! What a bargain!” 

Then Umm Dahdah (RA) came with their children out of the orchard. 

The children were carrying some dates, she got hold of their hands, 

opened them and threw the dates back into the orchard and said: 

“They are for Allah    my children. We have sold this orchard to Allah  

and His Messengerملسو هيلع هللا ىلص for a tree in Jannah.”  

Abu Dahdah (RA) then went to Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and said to him, “Ya 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص I purchased that tree for you. You may give it to the 
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boy.!” Then he asked, “Ya Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  I just want to make sure that 

I have a tree in Jannah. It is there, isn’t it?” 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said to him, “Ya Aba Dahdah, I promised you one tree. 

But Allah  showed me your Jannah and Allah  has filled it with date 

palms.” 

There are many stories of the Sahaba and those who followed them in 

excellence which show us that these were people for whom Allah  was 

real. They loved Him and He loved them. But what they did is for 

them. It is for us to show to Allah  through our words, actions, 

decisions, and lives, that He is real for us such that we dedicate our 

lives to Him and live them with only one criterion for every decision, 

“Does it please Allah ?” I ask Allah  for His help. 


