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It is a measure of intelligence that a person always keeps his future in mind 

and ensures that all that he says and does has a positive effect on it. We 

understand this very well and see signs of this everywhere in how we raise 

children, educate ourselves and our children, pursue our careers, build 

assets, even buy space in cemeteries. Our criterion of judging the worth or 

respectability of a person is based on how he acts with respect to his future. 

That is why we respect people with steady jobs, promising careers, 

university students and the like more than we respect someone who is 

homeless, jobless, spends all his money on instant gratification and saves 

nothing for the morrow. Although that homeless person may be more 

learned, compassionate, and wise than the billionaire, professor or 

corporate leader we look up to. But since he has no future by our reckoning, 

we have no respect for him. So, let us see how we define ‘future’? 

We view our future in two ways: how long we think we are going to spend 

in it and whether we will have the means to do something for ourselves at 

that time. That is why we plan for our post-retirement life. We expect to 

spend a long time in that state of our lives. And we know that since it will 

be after our official power and its accoutrements have ended, our resources 

will be limited, and our physical strength and vigor would have decreased. 

So, we save money, invest in health insurance, create trust funds and so 

on, for our retirement. Many of us live lives of deliberate constraint and 

save for our retirement, though logically speaking, our lifespan after 

retirement (post 60) is always shorter and that too in a state of health (for 

most people) that will make the enjoyment of wealth and luxury 

progressively more difficult. We are good for hospitals but not much else. 



What is the Future? 

2 
 

Having money to burn when you are 40 is different from having it when 

you are 80. And I don’t mean NPV of your savings either. Yet we don’t 

spend money when we can do it and enjoy it but save it for a time when 

even if we had it, we probably couldn’t spend it in those enjoyable pursuits.  

As I mentioned, the seriousness with which we save for our future depends 

on how long we believe we are going to spend in it and whether we will 

have the means to do something for ourselves at that time. Let us see in 

this light what we do with respect to the real future, which is our life after 

death. A time in which we will not have reduced ability to help ourselves 

but no ability at all to do so. And a time without end. What do we plan for 

that time? 

About the retirement date, our real retirement, not from work but from life 

itself, Allahهلالج لج said: 

َأَجُلُهْم الَ َيْسَتْأِخُروَن َساَعًة َوالَ َيْستَ ْقِدُمونَ َوِلُكلِ  أُمٍَّة َأَجٌل َفِإَذا َجاء   
Al-A’araf 7: 34.   And every nation has its appointed term; when their term 

is reached, neither can they delay it nor can they advance by (hour/moment) 

And He said: 

ُ َخِبرٌي ِبَا تَ ْعَمُلونَ  ُ نَ ْفًسا ِإَذا َجاء َأَجُلَها َواَّللَّ َر اَّللَّ  َوَلن يُ َؤخِ 
Munafiqoon 63: 11.  And Allah grants respite to none when his appointed 

time (death) comes. And Allah is All-Aware of what you do. 

We know our retirement date is coming but we don’t know when. Yet it 

doesn’t keep us awake in anticipation or terror. What does that mean? 
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Al Walid bin Abdul Malik bin Marwan, the Khalifa of Banu Umaiyyah, came 

to Makkah for Umrah. After he completed his Umrah he asked if there were 

any Tabiyoon in Makkah. They took him to one of them. Al Walid asked 

him, “Why do I fear death?” The pious slave of Allahهلالج لج, His Wali 

(InshaAllah) said to him, “You fear death because your palace is in this 

Dunya. What have you prepared for your Aakhira? If you had prepared for 

the Aakhira you wouldn’t fear going there. You would look forward to it.” 

This is good advice not only for kings but for us. What have I prepared for 

my Aakhira? Because Allahهلالج لج told me and told you that we are all going 

there and that there will be no delay at all, when the time comes. 

About death Allahهلالج لج said: 

َا تُ َوف َّْوَن ُأُجورَُكْم يَ ْوَم اْلِقَياَمِة َفَمن ُزْحزَِح ُكلُّ نَ ْفٍس َذآئَِقُة اْلَمْوتِ   َوِإَّنَّ
نْ َيا ِإالَّ َمَتاُع اْلُغُرورِ   َعِن النَّاِر َوأُْدِخَل اْْلَنََّة فَ َقْد فَاَز َوما اْْلََياُة الدُّ

A'al Imraan 3: 185.   Everyone shall taste death. And only on the Day of 

Resurrection shall you be paid your wages in full. And whoever is removed 

away from the Fire and admitted to Jannah, he indeed is successful. The life 

of this world is only the enjoyment of deception (a deceiving thing). 

Allahهلالج لج described two situations.  

َلَم َما ُكنَّا نَ ْعَمُل   الَِّذيَن تَ تَ َوفَّاُهُم اْلَمالِئَكُة ظَاِلِمي أَنُفِسِهْم فَأَْلَقُواْ السَّ
َعِليٌم ِبَا ُكنُتْم تَ ْعَمُلونَ ِمن ُسوٍء بَ َلى ِإنَّ اَّلل َ   
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An-Nahl 16: 28. "Those whose lives the angels take while they are doing 

wrong to themselves (disbelief and evil deeds)." Then, they will make (false) 

submission (saying): "We did not used to do any evil." (The angels will 

reply): "Yes! Truly, Allah is All-Knower of what you used to do. 

And the other situation: 

الَِّذيَن تَ تَ َوفَّاُهُم اْلَمآلِئَكُة طَيِ ِبنَي يَ ُقوُلوَن َسالٌم َعَلْيُكُم اْدُخُلواْ اْْلَنََّة 
 ِبَا ُكنُتْم تَ ْعَمُلونَ 

An-Nahl 16: 32. Those whose lives the angels take while they are in a 

pious state saying (to them): Salamun 'Alaikum (peace be on you) enter 

Jannah, because of (the good) which you used to do (in the world)." 

It is our choice, who we want to be with. Rasoolullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said that we would 

be resurrected in the state in which we died and with those we loved in this 

life. That is a very sobering, even terrifying thought for the one who has 

even an iota of Imaan. 

Allahهلالج لج advised us: 

ِمَّا َرَزقْ َناُكم مِ ن قَ ْبِل َأن ََيِْتَ يَ ْوٌم الَّ بَ ْيٌع  ََي أَي َُّها الَِّذيَن آَمُنواْ أَنِفُقواْ 
 ِفيِه َواَل ُخلٌَّة َواَل َشَفاَعٌة َواْلَكاِفُروَن ُهُم الظَّاِلُمونَ 

Baqara 2: 254.   O you who believe! Spend of that with which We have 

provided for you, before a Day comes when there will be no bargaining, nor 
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friendship, nor intercession. And it is the disbelievers who are 

the Zalimun (trangressors). 

The key thing is to focus on planning for and investing in our Aakhira. 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص warned us and showed us how to prepare for our future. A 

future that is in our hands, and in which we can write our own destiny. 

Anas ibn Malik (RA) reported: Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “Three things follow a 

deceased person. Two of them return and one remains. His family, his 

wealth, and his deeds follow him. His family and wealth return, but his deeds 

remain.” [Bukhārī 6149, Muslim 2960] 

Abu Hurayrah (RA) reported that Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: "When a human being 

dies, all of his deeds are terminated except for three types: an ongoing 

Sadaqa, knowledge from which others benefit, and a righteous child who 

makes dua for him." [Muslim and others] 

Abu Qatadah (RA) reported that Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: "The best that a man 

can leave behind after his death are three things: a righteous child who 

makes dua for him, an ongoing Sadaqa whose rewards continue to reach 

him, and (beneficial) knowledge that continues to be implemented after 

him." [Ibn Majah, and others] 

Abu Qatadah (RA) reported that Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: "Among the good deeds 

that continue to benefit a believer after death are: (beneficial) knowledge 

that he taught and disseminated, a righteous child who lived after him, a 

Qur'an (or) book that he left as inheritance, a masjid that he built, a house 

that he built for travelers, a stream that he started, or a charity that he gave 
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from his wealth during his healthy lifetime so that it would reach him (in 

rewards) after death." [Ibn Majah and others] 

Commenting on this, Al-Mundhiri (Rahmatullahi alaih), said: "Some scholars 

say that the deeds of a human being end with his death. However, since he 

had caused these things (which are mentioned in the above Ahadith), such 

as the earning of a child, disseminating the knowledge among those who 

take it from him, compiling a book that remains after him, or establishing 

a Sadaqa, the rewards of these things continue to reach him as long as they 

continue to exist."' Awn al-Ma'bud, 8:86 

I remind myself and you to ask, ‘What am I sending ahead of myself for 

my future?’ The secret is to reflect on and redefine our needs. What do we 

really need? This is essential because the wise person gives precedence to 

his needs over his desires and wants. Do we see ease in the Aakhira as our 

NEED? Or is it a nice thought about which we tell any passing Shaikh, 

‘Please do dua for me.’ And that’s it. Dua needs Dawa to work. A man came 

and asked Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص to make dua that he should be with Rasoolullah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

in Jannah. Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said to him, “I will make dua but I want you to 

help me with your A’amaal (deeds, actions).” Why does the dua of 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص need help? Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is emphasizing the importance of 

action; our individual action; without perhaps even dua doesn’t work. 

May Allahهلالج لج help us to live our lives in submission to His Will and according 

to the Sunnah of His Last and Final Messengerملسو هيلع هللا ىلص so that when we meet 

Him, it will be in a state where He is pleased with us. May Allahهلالج لج grant that 

we live a life which will make us eligible for the company of Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. 


