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Allahهلالج لج, the Creator of intelligence defined intelligence.  Allahهلالج لج said: 

ُْوِل األْلَبابِ    َماَواِت َواأَلْرِض َواْخِتاَلِف اللَّْيِل َوالن ََّهاِر آلََيٍت ألِِ  ِإنَّ ِف َخْلِق السَّ
َماَواِت  ُروَن ِف َخْلِق السَّ الَِّذيَن َيْذُكُروَن اّلِلَ ِقَياًما َوقُ ُعوًدا َوَعَلَى ُجُنوِِبِْم َويَ تَ َفكَّ

 َواأَلْرِض َرب ََّنا َما َخَلْقَت َهذا ََبِطاًل ُسْبَحاَنَك َفِقَنا َعَذاَب النَّارِ  
A’al Imraan 3: 190. Verily! In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the 

alternation of night and day, there are indeed signs for people of understanding. 

191. Those who remember Allah standing, sitting, and lying down on their sides, and 

think deeply about the creation of the heavens and the earth, (saying): "Our Rabb! 

You have not created (all) this without purpose, glory to You! Save us from the 

punishment of the Fire 

Allahهلالج لج defined the meaning of education. He told us what education should achieve 

i.e. to create intelligent people who can see the signs of their Rabb in His creation. 

There is no conflict between science and theology in Islam. Science is a tool to 

understand Allahهلالج لج’s Glory and Majesty better and to remind ourselves of our meeting 

with Him. A meeting which is sure to happen and soon. A meeting for which anyone 

who is intelligent, prepares himself. These Ayaat, define the outcome of education, 

which is to enhance and develop our intelligence. To make us more intelligent. To 

open the eyes of our head and heart. To enable us to see the reality of things. 

According to Allahهلالج لج’s prescription, education must achieve three things: 

1. Introduce Allahهلالج لج to us and enable us to remember him always – Dhikrullah 

2. Enable us to research in Allahهلالج لج’s creation and recognize His signs in it 

3. The sequence of Dhikrullah and Fikr Fis-samawaathi wal Ardh – Aakhira  

Education that doesn’t achieve these three Core Purposes, is not education and doesn’t 

produce intelligent people. Let me clarify that intelligence as a faculty is genetic. We 

have it, animals have it and so did Iblees. What I am speaking about here is not the 

genetic inheritance but what we do with it. That is where education and training come 

into play. Iblees had intelligence. He used logic and his logic landed him in the Hellfire 
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because it made him arrogant and racist. He refused to obey Allahهلالج لج because his logic 

told him that Allahهلالج لج’s command was unjust (may Allahهلالج لج protect us from arrogance). 

He considered himself to be superior to Adam (AS) by birth. That is racism. To consider 

yourself superior to someone else by birth. And it landed him in Jahannam. That is 

why education is essential because it is like the farmer who digs irrigation canals. His 

crops do well because his irrigation canals guide rainwater to his plants. The farmer 

who doesn’t dig irrigation canals also has rain on his field, but the rain does little good 

and flows away because he didn’t dig the irrigation canals. Rain is inherent intelligence. 

Irrigation canals are education. Let us see what the Quranic way of educating does: 

1. Know Allahهلالج لج and remember Him – Dhikrullah 

I submit to you that what we call ‘knowledge’ is really, only ‘information’. We know 

about Allahهلالج لج. But do we know Allahهلالج لج? Let me illustrate. If you ask me, who is there 

who can cause any benefit or harm, I will say Allahهلالج لج. But then if you look inside my 

heart, will you see anxiety, and fear of people, hope from people or reliance on 

material? If you do, then is my answer that there is nobody that can cause benefit or 

harm other than Allahهلالج لج, correct? The answer is correct in as much as it is factual. But 

is it my experience? So, what I have is information. Not knowledge. To understand 

that, let us look at another instance.  

A month after the Invasion of Sawiq, Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص learnt that some clans of 

the Ghatafan had gathered troops at Dhu Amar in Nejd with the intention to attack 

Madina. Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص decided to preempt them and led an expedition of 450 soldiers 

to engage and disperse them. He left Uthman ibn Affan (R) in charge of Madina. This 

was the largest military exercise led by Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص prior to the Battle of Uhud. The 

Ghatafan heard about this and ran away into the hills and there was no battle. While 

Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was returning to Madina, they were in a valley full of thorny trees. It 

had rained, and their clothes were wet. Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص dismounted and the people 

dispersed amongst the thorny trees, looking for shade to rest. Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص took 

shelter under a Samura tree and hung his sword on it. He took off his mail shirt and 

undershirt and hung them up to dry and he lay down to sleep for a while. One of the 

enemies who was following them, saw Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص alone and sleeping with his 
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sword away from him, hanging on the tree. Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص narrated this incident to 

the Sahaba who he called. When they rushed to his side, they found a Bedouin sitting 

with him. Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “This (Bedouin) took my sword out of its sheath while I 

was asleep. When I woke up, the naked sword was in his hand and he said to me, 

'Who can save you from me? I replied, 'Allahهلالج لج.' The man started to shiver, and my 

sword fell from his hand. I picked up the sword and asked him, “Who can save you 

from me now?” The man (whose name was Ghawrath ibn Harith), replied: "No one, 

and I testify there is no God worthy of worship but Allahهلالج لج and that you are His 

Messengerملسو هيلع هللا ىلص." So, don’t harm him now.” [Sahih al-Bukhari 5:59:458] 

My question is, ‘When the man asked Rasoolullahملسو هيلع هللا ىلص the question and he answered, 

‘Allahهلالج لج’ was he simply giving information or was he invoking his connection to His 

Rabb?’ That is the difference between information and knowledge. And that is the 

meaning of Dhikrullah. When you make the Dhikr of Allahهلالج لج with understanding and 

the Khashiyat of Allahهلالج لج in your heart and the awareness of His Presence in your life, 

it produces visible results. Does that happen with us? 

Allahهلالج لج revealed Qur’an about this incident and said: 

اذُْكُرواْ نِْعَمَت اّللِِ َعَلْيُكْم ِإْذ َهمَّ قَ ْوٌم َأن يَ ْبُسطُواْ إِلَْيُكْم  ََي أَي َُّها الَِّذيَن آَمُنواْ 
ِل اْلُمْؤِمُنونَ   أَْيِديَ ُهْم َفَكفَّ أَْيِديَ ُهْم َعنُكْم َوات َُّقواْ اّلِلَ َوَعَلى اّللِِ فَ ْليَ تَ وَكَّ

Ma’ida 5: 11. O you who believe! Remember the Favour of Allah unto you when 

some people desired (made a plan) to stretch out their hands against you, but (Allah) 

withheld their hands from you. So fear Allah. And in Allah let believers put their trust. 

Dhikrullah is to be aware of Allahهلالج لج in our lives 24x7. To know that if I am alone, 

Allahهلالج لج is the second. If I am with someone, Allahهلالج لج is the third. That Allahهلالج لج is seeing, 

hearing and is aware of everything that I say or do in real time. (Wahuwas sameeul 

Baseer. Innahu aleemum bi dhaatis sudoor. Wahuwal lateeful Khabeer). Not simply to 

have this information but to know this in the deepest recesses of my heart and mind. 

What is the sign of that? It is total freedom from fear of anyone and everyone and 

anything and everything, except the fear of displeasing Allah هلالج لج. It is complete 
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confidence that Allahهلالج لج has the power to take care of me. It is freedom from sin, 

because this awareness is protection from sin. How can I commit a sin, knowing that 

Allahهلالج لج is watching? That is the meaning of Dhikrullah and the meaning of Ilm – 

knowledge and not merely Ma’alumaat – information. How does this conversion 

happen? It is by practice, by implementation in our lives. If we reflect on the 

information that we have, practice it, experience the results and mould our actions 

based on it, we can say that we have converted that information into knowledge.  

2. Know Allahهلالج لج and recognize His Signs (Ayaat) in His Creation 

The second part of the Ayah mentions that these people reflect on what Allahهلالج لج 

created and ask ‘How?’ and ‘Why?’. This is the beauty of the narrative of the Qur’an, 

which encapsulates the most detailed and complex realities in a simple word of phrase. 

Firk Fis-samaathi wal Ardh is the sum total of all scientific development, research and 

understanding that exists and can possibly exist until the end of time. There is no 

conflict between science and theology in Islam. Science helps us to see the signs of 

Allahهلالج لج and reinforces and strengthens our Imaan. I won’t go into the scientific 

marvels that we learn about every day and some of us get very arrogant about it. 

Then I remember that there are mysteries in the world today that remain unsolved 

despite all our knowledge. This should humble us. For example, the construction of 

the pyramids in the Valley of Kings in Egypt, Stonehenge in the UK, Tikwanaku & 

Puma Pinku which has stone blocks that weigh many tons with no chisel marks on 

them. Nobody knows how they were shaped though they are shaped extremely 

precisely. The Nazca Lines in the high deserts of Peru and many more. Mysteries of 

how elephants can communicate over hundreds of kilometers, warning each other of 

danger or telling them where to find water or grazing. How Acacia and other trees, in 

the bushveld, when antelopes start browsing on them, communicate across many 

miles of the bushveld to others of their species and they excrete toxins in their leaves 

to prevent the antelopes from browsing on them. 

https://blog.world-mysteries.com/science/10-insane-ancient-achievements-that-

science-cant-explain/ 

https://blog.world-mysteries.com/science/10-insane-ancient-achievements-that-science-cant-explain/
https://blog.world-mysteries.com/science/10-insane-ancient-achievements-that-science-cant-explain/
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I remind myself not to become arrogant about what little knowledge I have in the 

name of science because I have been introduced to Allahهلالج لج and remember that what 

I am seeing and the tools by which I am seeing them are all a result of His Mercy. 

Fikr is a mindset that is deliberate, thoughtful, enquiring, introspective and it produces 

results. It helps the person to understand himself or herself, most of all and then even 

more importantly, to understand their relationship with their Rabb (Creator, Sustainer, 

Protector, Provider, Nourisher).  

3. The sequence of Dhikrullah + Fikr Fis-samawaathi wal Ardh = Aakhira  

The third and most important quality of education is the sequence, which closes the 

loop and gives us the result of all education i.e. it produces Khashiyatullah and Taqwa. 

Allahهلالج لج used the pronoun AND. Not OR. It is the combination of these two qualities 

and that too, in this sequence, which produces and is a sign of intelligence and leads 

to understanding. With either of these by itself or if the sequence is not followed, we 

have misguidance and ignorance, which sometimes masquerades as knowledge.  

When these intelligent people see the universe with eyes that recognize signs, they 

say, "Our Rabb! You have not created (all) this without purpose, glory to You! Save 

us from the punishment of the Fire. 

That is what I mean by recognizing signs. It means to recognize our relationship with 

our Creator and to remember that one day, we will meet Him. It is when we do this, 

that we push the boundaries of knowledge and can see beyond the curtains of creation 

to the Hand of the Creator. In this part of the world, in New England it is so easy. We 

have four clear seasons here, where there is a total transformation of the earth. 

Everything was green and lush in the summer. Then it turned to brilliant reds, oranges, 

yellows and purples in the Fall. Now in winter it is as if everything is dead, covered by 

a white shroud; still beautiful, clean, covering all faults, but dead. Then in a couple of 

months will come spring and the dead branches will come to life. Delicate green shoots 

will come forth to grow and cover the branches. Birds will flock back and feed on the 

red berries which Allahهلالج لج preserved for them throughout the winter. And the earth will 

come alive once more. The signs of Allahهلالج لج are all around for the one who can see. 
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That is when the one who knows his Rabb and is constantly engaged in His Dhikr, 

says: 

 َرب ََّنا َما َخَلْقَت َهذا ََبِطاًل ُسْبَحاَنَك َفِقَنا َعَذاَب النَّارِ  

"Our Rabb! You have not created (all) this without purpose, glory to You! Save us 

from the punishment of the Fire 

Allahهلالج لج tells us that only such people are intelligent. Those who can see the signs and 

recognize what they are seeing and respond to those signals. This is what education 

must accomplish. Introduce the student to Allahهلالج لج and show him His signs in His 

creation to reinforce that knowledge. Theology and science must go hand in hand. 

One without the other is deficient. Our tragedy today is that we teach theology as if 

there is no creation and we teach science as if there is no Creator. This must change 

so that students can revel in the Glory and Magnificence of Allahهلالج لج and every scientific 

fact that they learn, opens their eyes and fills their heart with love for their Creator 

even more and reminds them that one day they will meet Allahهلالج لج. A day that they 

must prepare for and look forward to. 

This is the kind of education which will ensure that our children learn to appreciate 

our Masaajid and Madaaris and will protect and care for them. This education will 

make them Standard Bearers of Islam and they will become confident ambassadors 

of Islam all over the world. This is the kind of education which will ensure that this 

masjid remains a source of Sadaqatul Jaariya for you. Is this important for you? 


